Minutes of Caribou Charter Commission
Public Hearing – June 14, 2011
 


Called to order at 6:30pm

Chaired by Chair Collins
Charter Members Present: All
Adjourned at 7:30pm
 

1. The Public Hearing to review the Preliminary Report of the Caribou Charter Commission Revisions to the Caribou City Charter was held at the Caribou Performing Arts Center.  Mrs. Collins called the hearing to order at 6:30pm.

2. Charter Members present were:

Roy Alden

Patricia Collins

Sandra Huck

David Martin

James Savage

John Swanberg

Scott Walker

Ronald Willey

Bryan Thompson

3. The Charter Commission Members recited the proposed sections within the Charter and gave an explanation on our decisions. 
a. Preamble
b. ARTICLE I POWERS OF THE CITY
c. ARTICLE II CITY COUNCIL 
i. Steve Buck, requested the word, “real” be added to Sec. 2.01 Composition, Eligibility, Election and Terms to read as follows:
(b) Eligibility. Only qualified voters of the City, who are current for all annual personal and real property taxes due to the city on or before December 31st of the previous year, shall be eligible to hold the office of Councilor.

1. Wilfred Martin stated the statement was unconstitutional
2. Chris Bell stated he believed the statement is fair and supports it.

3. Maynard St Peter asked what about people who live in apartments and don’t pay property taxes; can they run for City Council?
ii. Chairwomen Collins read a statement submitted by Phil Bennett who was unable to attend the meeting.  Mr. Bennett requested the Charter to reconsider language added to Sec. 2.10. Procedure (a) i) b. b. There shall be a 15 minute time slot at the beginning of each regularly scheduled meeting for general public input.
d. ARTICLE III CITY MANAGER 
e. ARTICLE IV ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENTS
f. ARTICLE V FINANCIAL PROCEDURES 
i. Doug Morrill stated there was no “pressure relief valve” for citizens within the Budget language, nor was Zero-Based budgeting accepted.

ii. Ken Murchison stated he was concerned if the staff and management would be able to meet the established deadlines during the 1st reporting cycle of this Charter in 2012. He also stated it would be hard for newly elected officials. 

iii. Maynard St Peter stated there was no provision on what was taken in.  How much money the city took in on an annual basis and this should be added to the Charter. 

g. ARTICLE VI APPROPRIATION FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION 
h. ARTICLE VII NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS
i. ARTICLE VIII ORDINANCE INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM
j. ARTICLE IX GENERAL PROVISIONS
k. ARTICLE X TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS
l. Final Comments

i. Maynard St Peter requested the Commission reconsider the request for Wards.  Also requested we reconsider to elect a Mayor at large. 

4. Next meeting will be July 26, 2011 at 6:30pm in the Council Chambers. 

5. Meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm.

 

Minutes submitted by Bryan Thompson
