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The Caribou City Council held an organizational meeting at 7:00 p.m. Monday, January 7, 2012 in Council Chambers with the following members present: Kenneth G. Murchison, Jr., David Martin, Mary Kate Barbosa, Philip McDonough II, Gary Aiken, Joan L. Theriault, and David R. Genthner, Sr.  

Austin Bleess, City Manager and Kathleen A. Mazzuchelli, Superintendent of Parks & Recreation were present.
Also attending the meeting were approximately ten individuals.
Lisa Wilcox, representing the Aroostook Republican; and Time Warner covered the meeting.

Swear in David R. Genthner, Sr. and Philip J. McDonough II to the Caribou City Council

(City Clerk, Jayne R. Farrin)

The Clerk administered the oath of office to David R. Genthner, Sr. and Philip J. McDonough II for three years.

Council Agenda item #1:  Public Input

Wilfred Martin asked about having labor negotiations done in a public forum rather than in executive session.  Mr. Martin does not want to see any pay increases, additional benefits, or holidays given to employees.
Motion made by D. Martin, seconded by J. Theriault, to ask Maine Municipal Association if union negotiations can be in the public if agreed to by both parties.  (7 yes)  So voted.

Idella Thompson expressed her interest in serving on the Planning Board.
Council Agenda item #2:  Election of Chairperson/Mayor for the City Council for 2013.
Motion made by J. Theriault, seconded by P. McDonough, to nominate Gary Aiken for Mayor of the 2013 Caribou City Council. 

Motion made by D. Martin, seconded by MK Barbosa, to nominate Kenneth G. Murchison, Jr. for Mayor of the 2013 Caribou City Council.  
Gary Aiken was elected Mayor of the 2013 City Council by secret ballot (4, Gary Aiken, 3, Kenneth G. Murchison, Jr.)  So voted. 
Council Agenda item #3:  Election of Deputy Chairperson/Deputy Mayor for the City Council for 2013.

Motion made by P. McDonough, seconded by MK Barbosa, to nominate Kenneth G. Murchison, Jr. for Deputy Mayor for the 2013 City Council.
Kenneth G. Murchison, Jr. was unanimously elected Deputy Mayor of the 2013 City Council by secret ballot.
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Council Agenda item #4:  Establish a date, time, location and rules of procedure for regular meetings of the City Council for the year 2013.
Motion made by P. McDonough, seconded by K. Murchison, to set the second and fourth Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. as the posted meeting dates to be held in the Council Chambers, 25 High Street.  (7 yes)  So voted.
Council Agenda item #5:  Consider authorizing the City Manager to approve Treasurer’s Warrants for 2013.
Motion made by D. Martin, seconded by P. McDonough, to authorize the City Manager Austin Bleess to approve the Treasurer’s Warrants for the 2013 calendar year.  (7 yes)  So voted.
Council Agenda item #6:  Consider appointment of Administrative City Officers for 2013.
Motion made by P. McDonough, seconded by D. Martin, to appoint the slate of Administrative City Officers for 2013 as listed.  (7 yes)  So voted.      

The following administrative officers were appointed:


Wanda L. Raymond


City Treasurer


Jayne R. Farrin


City Clerk


Felch & Company LLC

City Auditor


Wanda L. Raymond


Tax Collector


Jayne R. Farrin


General Assistance Administrator


Kalen Hill



Deputy General Assistance Administrator


Jayne R. Farrin


Registrar of Voters (two years)

The following administrative officers were appointed by staff and approved by Council:


Mary Ann Scott


Deputy City Treasurer


Kalen Hill



Deputy City Clerk
Council Agenda item #7:  Appointment of City Board Officers for 2013.

Motion made by P. McDonough, seconded by to J. Theriault, to move the slate of appointments as presented with the exception of the Planning Board.  (7 vote)  So voted.   
The following were appointed:

Cary Medical Center Directors

Rob Kieffer (2015)

Sherri Dumont, D.O. (2015)

Sue White (2015)

Hospital District
Norman Collins (2015)

Nylander Board of Trustees
Jessica Feeley (2014)

Tri-Community Landfill
Shane McDougall
Kenneth Murchison

Austin Bleess, Alternate

Caribou Utilities District
W. Louis Greenier (2015)
Scott Willey (2015)

Board of Assessors:
John Weeks (2015)

Councilor Murchison asked about appointing to the Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors.  This is will be researched and reported back to the Council.
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Council Agenda item #8:  Consider authorizing the collection of property tax before the 2013 Commitment date and pay no interest (0%) on prepayments.
Motion made by P. McDonough, seconded by MK Barbosa, to authorize the Tax Collector to accept payments towards property taxes prior to the 2013 commitment date and pay no interest (0%) on said prepayments.  (7 yes)  So voted.
Council Agenda item #9:  Consider authorizing the City to provide a Tax Club for 2013.
Motion made by P. McDonough, seconded by J. Theriault, to authorize a Tax Club for 2013 as previously established providing for 12 equal payments of an account liability with no interest for October, November, and December.  (7 yes)  So voted.
Council Agenda item #10:  Date and Time for Freedom of Access Act Training

Motion made by P. McDonough, seconded by K. Murchison, to schedule the Freedom of Access Act Training for January 14, 2013 Council meeting.  (7 yes)  So voted.

Council Agenda item #11:  Other Business

a. Street Lights – On January 9th, Manager Bleess has a meeting with Maine Public Service.
b. Parking Lots – Maine Municipal Association strongly recommends that the City continue to plow the parking lots.  There may be a question as to whether the City is legally required to.  

c. Public Works – There has been another resignation in the Public Works Department resulting in the department having two less employees than during the 2011-12 winter plowing season.  Currently there is a moratorium on hiring.  Manager Bleess is recommending the lifting of the moratorium to allow the hiring of one equipment operator.
Motion made by MK Barbosa, seconded D. Martin, to lift the moratorium on hiring in the Public Works Department to replace one of the positions.  (7 yes)  So voted.
Council Agenda item #12:  Adjourn

Motion made by P. McDonough, seconded by J. Theriault, to adjourn.  (7 yes)  So voted.
Upcoming Meeting Date:

City Council - Monday, January 14, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.

City Council - Monday, January 28, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.





















Jayne R. Farrin, Secretary

