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A regular meeting of the Caribou City Council was held at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, March 22, 2010, in Council Chambers with the following members present: Mayor Kenneth G. Murchison, Jr., Karla M. Bell, R. Mark Goughan, David Martin, Christopher A.R. Bell, Mary Kate Barbosa, and John R. Boone.

Steven R. Buck, City Manager, and Michael Shrewsberry, Director of Community Development, were present.

Jim Cerrato also attended.

Barbara Scoot, representing the Aroostook Republican; and Time Warner covered the meeting.

Council Agenda item #1: Public Input – No public input

Council Agenda item #2: Public Hearing to receive written and verbal input on the proposed amendment of Caribou Code Section 4-103.1 Building Permit Fees from $4.00 per thousand to $5.00 per thousand by a future act of ordinance.  

7:03 p.m. Public Hearing opened.

Jim Cerrato voiced his approval of this amendment.

7:04 p.m. Public Hearing closed.

Council Agenda item #3: Consider acting upon the proposed amendment of Caribou Code Section 4-103.1 Building Permit Fees. 

Motion made by C. Bell, seconded by K. Bell, to adopt the amendments to Code Section 4-103 establishing a building permit fee of $50.00 for projects up to $9,999 and $5.00 per thousand thereafter.  (7 yes)  So voted.

Council Agenda item #4: Consider approval of the minutes of the March 8, 2010 Council meeting. 

Motion made by K. Bell, seconded by D. Martin, to accept the minutes of the March 8, 2010 Council meeting as printed.  (7 yes)  So voted.

Council Agenda item #5: Consider the review and acting upon a Second Draft of a Moratorium Ordinance on Medical Marijuana Dispensaries.

Motion made by K. Bell, seconded by D. Martin, to set a Public Hearing date of April 12, 2010 to receive written and verbal comment on a proposed Moratorium Ordinance on Medical Marijuana Dispensaries.  (7 yes)  So voted.

Council Agenda item #6: Consider the continuation of a one-week City wide brush removal program for the 2010 season.  

The City Manager, noting that the reduced time period of one week in 2009 for city wide brush and leaves removal program had been a success, he recommended reinstating the program this year as well. Mayor Murchison agreed that it was a good way to keep the 
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storm drains clear and accomplish an overall spring clean up of the City at the same time.  It was discussed that the program had been discontinued in 2008 because of budget constraints and had historically been done as a month long project before that.                        Councilor K. Bell wanted to stress the fact that residents would be required to have their debris curbside no later than 6:00 a.m. on Monday, May 3, 2010.  Steve also pointed out that the program would be contained in the four days, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of that week, since Public Works does work on Fridays.

Motion made by D. Martin, seconded by M.K. Barbosa, to implement May 3-6 as a one week, single pass, brush and leave removal program by Public Works.  (7 yes)  So voted.  

Council Agenda item #7: Consider setting a Public Hearing Date of April 12, 2010 to act upon a proposed Electrical Generating Windmill Ordinance.  

Motion made by K. Bell, seconded by C. Bell, to set a Public Hearing Date of April 12, 2010 to receive written and oral input on the proposed Electrical Generating Windmill Ordinance Section 4-101.2.  (7 yes)  So voted.

Council Agenda item #8: Consider placing to Bid Tax Acquired Property Map 030 Lot 039, 103 Water Street.

The City Manager explained that this was a tax-acquired property that had not been put out to bid before and someone had recently shown an interest in purchasing it.  Although he was recommending the bid process, he reiterated that Code Enforcement had declared it a dangerous and hazardous building.  Before any kind of occupancy could occur, an engineered assessment and a partial or possible total demolition and reconstruction would have to be completed.  There was also discussion about the ATV trail that is adjacent to the property and whether the property should be retained 

Motion made by C. Bell, seconded by K. Bell, to place to bid Tax Map 030 Lot 039, 103 Water Street, for a minimum bid of $1,500.00.  Councilor D. Martin asked if the 1.2 acre would accommodate the needs of a business and an ATV trail.  Steve replied that he couldn’t say at this point because of the reduced setbacks in an industrial zone and the fact that it is within a stream protection zone as well.  Councilor C. Bell asked the City Manager to look into the viability of retaining the ATV trail in order for the Council to make a decision on any proposals that might be received.  Steve said he would have information available before the bids come in.  (7 yes)  So voted.

Council Agenda item #9: Consider acting upon Bids for the sale of a retired 2006 Crown Victoria Police Cruiser with 141,705 miles.

The following bids were received for the 2006 Crown Victoria police cruiser:


A & Silver Auto Sales


$2,059.00


Chicago Motors, Inc.


$1,807.00


William Doucette’s Auto Sales
$1,414.00

Motion made by K. Bell, seconded by D. Martin, to accept the high bid of $2,059.00 from A & Silver Auto Sales of Boston, Massachusetts.  (7 yes) So voted.
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Council Agenda item #10: Consider a Texas Hold’Em Game of Chance License for the American Legion Post #15, 67 Sweden Street.

Motion made by D. Martin, seconded by K. Bell, to approve a Texas Hold’Em Game of Chance License for the American Legion Post #15, 67 Sweden Street.  (7 yes)  So voted.

Council Agenda item #11: Consider the renewal of a Bingo Game of Chance License for the Lister-Knowlton VFW #9389 Auxiliary, 253 Van Buren Road.

Motion made by K. Bell, seconded by D. Martin, to approve the renewal of a Bingo Game of Chance License for the Lister-Knowlton VFW #9389 Auxiliary, 253 Van Buren Road.  (7 yes)  So voted.

Council Agenda item #12: Consider issuing a Municipal Quitclaim Deed to Chad Brescia for taxes paid in full, Tax Map 004, Lot 25A, 261 West Presque Isle Road.

Motion made by K. Bell, seconded by C. Bell, to issue a Municipal Quitclaim Deed to Chad Brescia for taxes paid in full, Tax Map 004, Lot 25A, 261 West Presque Isle Road.  (7 yes)  So voted.









Council Agenda item #12B: Consider issuing a Construction Overlimit Permit for MDOT PIN No. STP-1681 (200)X for paving on Route 164 (South Main St.), pursuant to Title 29-A MRSA 2382.

Motion made by C. Bell, seconded by D. Martin, to issue an Overlimit Permit for MDOT PIN No. STP-1681(200)X, mill and resurfacing of Route 164 South Main Street.            (7 yes)  So voted.

Council Agenda item #13: Updates

The City Manager presented information on several topics including:

· Asphalt – Additional Stimulus funding available – MDOT is looking to work on the East Presque Isle Road – Paving would start one half mile in from Route 164, the Fort Fairfield Road and continue 3.5 miles – More information to follow as it becomes available

· LD1655 – H1N1 Legislation mandating small business to offer sick days has been dropped by the committee

· $20 million restored to school funding – RSU 39 would receive $60,000 – Funding spread over 230 school districts

· State working with additional Federal funding to close $12 million funding gap for payments that is owed to Maine hospitals

· State Revenue Sharing - $8 million in additional Federal funding could possibly be restored to the 2010 fiscal Revenue Sharing – Receipts for March SRS were $1,100 less than last year

· Super Rural Designation – Passed Senate vote – Presently in the House – End of the week an anticipated passed vote there as well
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· Governor’s Bond Package - $79 million to be voted in June - $28 million for highway reconstruction - $17 million MM&A railroad purchase - $7 million wastewater projects with possible 551 jobs created - $5 million wind energy component manufacturing at U of M - $46 million Medicaid payment programs

· Rail Closure – Rep Michaud and Sen Collins working with Surface Transportation Board Chair to hold a public hearing in Caribou – Topic to be impact of 241 mile rail lose to Aroostook County – Hoping to hold it at CPAC 

· Segment 4 – Council/MDOT meeting held March 8 – Bid process in 2 pieces – 161 to Van Buren Road to be bid for construction in September – 2nd piece to be bid from Van Buren south to Route 89 in August – MDOT proposing to terminate Segment 4 at Route 89 rather than continuing to by-pass – Engineering does not support building this omitted portion until the full four lane build out is completed – Council has not yet decided on a position – Further discussion on this to follow in workshop session

· Technology Based Business – Working on further development of locating various such firms locally – Not a traditional lending module for intellectual based business – Equity undeterminable – Research to be done on this practice

· Deputy Clerk Position – Fifty plus applications received – Interview process ongoing for five top contenders – Anticipate filling the position by third week in April 

· Tri-Community – Recent cash flow analysis reviewed – Voted to disperse funds to three owner communities 

· Elected Officials Workshop – To be held in Houlton April 13th at 4:30 p.m. – Contact Steve or Denise for registration process and transportation needs 

Councilor C. Bell had attended the recently held CCC&I Recognition Dinner and related that Andrea Swanberg, Debbie Sirois and David Sleeper had been recognized as Outstanding Citizens and the Business of the Year award was given to Aroostook Federal Savings and Loan. 

Council Agenda item #14: Other Business

a. Notice of Elected Officials Workshop in Houlton on April 13, 2010 from 4:00 – 8:30PM

b. Setting of Times for Workshop/s or Committee Meetings 

c. Other Business 

Meeting Dates previously set:

· Public Hearing – 2010 Municipal Budget – March 29, 2010, 7:00PM Council Chambers

· Cary/Council Quarterly Update March 31, 2010 Chan Center at 5:00PM

· Council Meeting April 12, 2010 at 7:00PM in the Council Chambers

Mayor Murchison announced that a workshop would immediately follow the meeting, adding that Jim Cerrato would be joining the discussion as a member of the Highway/Protection Committee regarding the Segment 4 item. 
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Councilor Martin referred to a tax acquired building on Limestone Street and asked if there would be liability issues for the City caused by metal roofing being blown around in the wind.  The City Manager replied that the City would be covered unto the Tort Claims Act.

7:56 p.m. Motion made by K. Bell, seconded by C. Bell, to adjourn the meeting.              (7 yes)  So voted.







Judy-Ann Corrow, Secretary

