Minutes of Caribou Charter Commission
Meeting – January 19, 2011
 
Called to order at 6:30pm

Chaired by Chair Collins
Charter Members Present: 8 out of 9
Adjourned at 9:10pm

 

1. Mrs. Collins called the hearing to order at 6:30pm.

a. Members Present

Roy Alden

Patricia Collins

Sandra Huck

David Martin

James Savage

John Swanberg

Scott Walker - absent
Ronald Willey

Bryan Thompson

2. Mrs. Collins called to order at 6:30pm.

3. Approval of Minutes of January 5, 2011
a. Dr. Savage brought up several amendments to the past minutes

b. Motion was made by Swanberg, seconded by Huck, to accept the January 5, 2011minutes.

7-0 Passed

4. Explanation of the changes made in the Charter in the meeting of January 5, 2011. 

a. Ms. Collins reviewed the meeting minutes and discussed the rationales for the decisions that were made by the Commission.  

b. Mr. Alden presented statistics regarding the Maine cities that have wards.

5. Comments from the Audience

a. Doug Morrill, Wilfred Martin, and Maynard St Peter expressed their support for Caribou creating wards.  
6. Old Business

a. Mr. Willey presented the proposed preamble with discussion

i. Motion was made by Savage, seconded by Huck to adopt the following preamble:

We the people of the City of Caribou, County of Aroostook, State of Maine, grateful for the freedoms we enjoy, working together for our common good and in order to secure for ourselves all the benefits of local government conferred by the Constitution and the laws of the State of Maine do herby enact this charter for the City of Caribou.  

7-0 Passed
b. Discussion of submission from Chief Woods 

i. Discussion concluded with seeking legal counsel on the following:

1. Criminal background checks– request legal counsel on what the proposed language would be in the charter, if background checks were required for either individuals running for office (eligibility) or for individuals voted in (forfeiture of office). 
2. Random blood testing – request legal counsel as to how this would be written into the charter. 
c. Ms. Huck presented proposed Forfeiture of office procedures with discussion 

i. Article II, Sec. 2.06 (c)
(c) Procedure: The council shall deal with Forfeiture of Office in the following manner; 


1.  Matters of forfeiture of office shall be conducted during executive session


2.  The offending councilor shall have the opportunity to resign his/her seat


3.  The offending councilor shall have the opportunity to resign his/her seat


4.  In the event the offending councilor does not willingly resign office the council shall call a vote of removal

ii. The Commission will request legal advice to determine if a council can remove a council member.
iii. Mr. Martin will draft proposed verbiage for Article II, Sec. 2.04 General Powers and Duties on the expectations of a council member. 
7. New Business: Working through the Charter Article II
a. Sec 2.10 Procedure – discussion occurred on section
i. Motion made by Swanberg, seconded by Huck to add Sec 2.10(a) i) (b) as follows:

Agenda will be made available to public by 1200 p.m. on Friday, prior to regularly scheduled meeting.
There shall be a 15 minute time slot at the beginning of each regular scheduled meeting for general public input. 


7-0 Passed
ii. Motion made by Savage, seconded by Huck to modify Sec 2.10(a) as follows:

(a)Meetings. The Council shall conduct Regular Meetings at least once in every month at such times and places as the Council may prescribe by rule. Special Meetings or Workshop Meetings may be held on the call of the Mayor, Council Chairperson, or a majority of the members of the Council. This section shall not apply to the call of Council Committee Meetings having less than three Councilors constituting the committee. Whenever practicable, all meetings shall be called with no less than twelve (12) hours notice to each member.  All Council and Committee meetings, except for personnel and executive sessions, should be open to the public; however, the Council may call an executive session in accordance with the provisions of Maine State Law, as amended from time to time. A majority of the members of the Council shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.
7-0 Passed

iii. Motion made by Alden, seconded by Swanberg to modify previous motion to read as follows:

(a)Meetings. The Council shall conduct Regular Meetings at least once in every month at such times and places as the Council may prescribe by rule. Special Meetings or Workshop Meetings may be held on the call of the Mayor, Council Chairperson, or a majority of the members of the Council. This section shall not apply to the call of Council Committee Meetings having less than three Councilors constituting the committee. Whenever practicable, all meetings shall be called with no less than twelve (12) hours notice to each member.  All Council and Committee meetings, except for personnel and executive sessions, should be open to the public and televised; however, the Council may call an executive session in accordance with the provisions of Maine State Law, as amended from time to time. A majority of the members of the Council shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.
5-2 Passed
iv. Motion made by Swanberg, seconded by Huck to modify Sec 2.10 (b) as follows:

(b) The rules contained in the current edition of Roberts’ Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the Council in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with this Charter and any special rules of order that the Council may adopt.  The Council shall keep a journal of its proceedings.  The journal shall be a public record. 

7-0 Passed
v. Motion made by Swanberg, seconded by Martin to add to Sec. 2.10 (c) to read as follows:

(c) Voting. Voting shall be by show of hands or roll call. The yeas and nays shall be recorded in the journal.  A secret ballot shall be allowed only in the selection of the mayor and deputy mayor.  

7-0 Passed

b. Sec 2.11 Action Requiring an Ordinance  - discussion occurred on this section

i. (6) Ms. Huck to draft language clarification
ii. (7) Commission will request a legal opinion on the verbiage of this
section, based on State or municipal law, and ask counsel whether it would be possible to add a time limit to the requirement to allow a previous owner to reclaim his City tax-acquired property.
iii. Based on Mr. Buck’s submission – sec 2.11, Dr. Savage to define the difference between an Act of Ordinance and Act of Resolution

c. Sec 2.12 (a) – discussion occurred on this section

i. Motion by Swanberg, seconded by Martin to modify Sec 2.12 (a) to read as follows:

(a)Adoption notice. The City Council shall pass such municipal ordinances as they think necessary and proper, governed by the authority which cities have to enact ordinances under the revised under the State of Maine statutes and amendments thereto; provided that any such ordinances shall be properly adopted if a public hearing has been held thereon after not less than seven (7) days notice thereof, which notice need only contain the title of the proposed ordinance and a brief summary of its contents together with the time and place of said hearing.
7-0 Passed
ii. Motion made by Huck, seconded by Martin to modify Sec 2.12 (e) to read as follows. 

(e) "Publish" defined. As used in this section, the term "publish" means to print in one or more newspapers of general circulation in the City, in addition be posted on the City’s websites and public access station, when available: (1) the ordinance or a brief summary thereof, and (2) the places where copies have been filed and the times when they are available for public inspection.


7-0 Passed

8. Next meeting will be February 02, 2011 in the Council Chambers 6:30pm. 

9. Meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm.

 

Minutes submitted by Bryan Thompson

