Minutes of Caribou Charter Commission
Meeting – May 11, 2011
 


Called to order at 6:30pm

Chaired by Chair Collins
Charter Members Present: All
Adjourned at 8:32pm
 

1.  Mrs. Collins called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.

a. Members Present

Roy Alden

Patricia Collins

Sandra Huck 

David Martin

James Savage

John Swanberg
Scott Walker

Ronald Willey

Bryan Thompson

2. Approval of Minutes of April 13, 2011
a. Huck moved, seconded by Swanberg, to accept the May 4, 2011 minutes.  
8-0 Passed

3. Old Business
a. Article II  City Council, Sec 2.01 (a) Composition
i. Mr. Alden presented a map which divided the City of Caribou into 3 districts or ward, based on population of members within a household.  He also presented language to propose amending the Charter to provide accommodation for wards. 
ii. Alden moved, seconded by Swanberg, to update Sec. 2.01 (a) and to add Sec. 2.01 (e) & (f)to read as follows:
2.01 (a) The City Council shall be composed of 7 members four shall be elected at large from the registered voters of the entire City and three shall be elected from each of the 3 voting districts from the registered voters from each district as they are defined by ordinance under 2.01 (e).

2.01(e) Within 30 days after the voters of the City have adopted this Charter; the City Council shall by ordinance divide the City into 3 voting districts.  Districts shall be as equal in population as may be and shall be compact and contiguous; dividing the town by spiraling out form a center point in the downtown area.  Once established, district boundaries may not be revised until after the next decennial Federal Census of population.  In the year following each Federal Census of population the council shall review the district boundaries, and by ordinance revise said boundaries to accord with population changes, so that each district as revised will accord with the above stipulations as to equality of population, continuity and compactness.  Nothing hereinabove contained shall be in any way constructed so as to affect the qualifications, tenure or terms of office of the present members of the City Council.

2.01 (f) The present members shall continue in office until their respective terms expire.  As each term expires the newly elected members shall be elected by district in accordance with 2.01(c) until such a time as all districts positions are filled. 

2-6 Motion did not pass

b. Article IX, Sec. 9.02 Prohibitions

i. Alden moved, seconded by Walker, to update the Charter to read as follows, based on input from Richard Solman:
The Council shall enact an ordinance prescribing the civil penalties for a violation of the provisions set forth in Section 9.01.

8-0 Passed

c.  Article X, Transitional Provision

i. Richard Solman provided a website to multiple Charters of other Maine municipalities for the review of transitional provisions examples.

www.memun.org/public/local_govt/home_rule.htm
Mr. Willey will draft a new Article X to present at the next meeting.

4. New Business
a. Mr. Walker provided examples of how other City Charters have appeared on the ballot.  There was discussion amongst the members as how they felt it should appear as well.  Discussion ensued as to whether the Charter should be presented as a whole or in sections on the November ballot. A final decision will be made after the Public Hearing in June.
5. The Revised and Amended Charter to this date was reviewed by the Commission.  
6. Next meeting will be May 19, 2011 in the Council Chambers at 6:30pm. 

7. Meeting was adjourned at 8:32pm.  
Minutes submitted by Bryan Thompson
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