January 28, 2013

13-03
A regular meeting of the Caribou City Council was held 7:00 p.m. on Monday, January 28, 2013 in Council Chambers with the following members present:  Mayor Gary Aiken, Deputy Mayor Kenneth G. Murchison, Jr., David Martin, Joan L. Theriault, and David R. Genthner, Sr.  Mary Kate Barbosa and Philip McDonough II were absent and excused.
Austin Bleess, City Manager and Kathleen A. Mazzuchelli, Superintendent of Parks & Recreation were present.
Also attending were Dana Lowell, John Boone and two other Caribou citizens.
Natalie Bazinet, representing the Aroostook Republican and Time Warner covered the meeting.

Council Agenda Item #1:  Presentation of Plaque to Former Councilor John Boone
Mayor Aiken presented former City Councilor John Boone a plaque and thanked him for his service to Caribou.   
Council Agenda Item #2:  Public Input

Grimes Road resident Dana Lowell directed a question to Mayor Aiken regarding street lights and who assisted in developing the list of lights to be removed.  At the last Council meeting, Mr. Lowell remembers hearing that the Code Enforcement Officer was involved.  Mr. Lowell has spoken with the CEO and Mr. Wentworth offered that he had not been involved.  Mr. Lowell asked why the Mayor would state that he had been involved.  He noted that it was a minor thing, but sometimes minor things can lead to other minor things.  The Mayor stated that he did not remember it that way.  He requested that the video be reviewed by the City Clerk.  He extended his apologies to Mr. Lowell.    

Council Agenda Item #3:   Declaration of Conflicts of Interest from the City Council regarding any agenda item.

None.

Council Agenda Item #4:  Consider authorizing the minutes of the following meetings.

a) January 14, 2013 Council Meeting
Motion made by D. Martin, seconded by J. Theriault, to accept the minutes of January 14, 2013 as presented.  (4 yes)  So voted.
Council Agenda Item #5:  Consent Agenda

a) December 2012 Police Department Report
b) Authorization of signing of Municipal Quit Claim Deeds
c) Approval of 2012 Year End Financials and Department Overages
Motion made by J. Theriault, seconded by K. Murchison, to approve the Consent Agenda  with Business items A, B, & C as presented.  (4 yes)  So voted.








Council Agenda Item #6:  Introduction Fireworks Ordinance
The Police and Fire Departments are requesting the proposed change which moves the permit issuing authority from the Fire Department to the Police Department.  Councilor Murchison introduced and read the proposed changes into the record.  (Exhibit A)  A public hearing will be held on February 11, 2013.  
The proposed ordinance would allow the Council to establish a fee for a local fireworks permit.
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Council Agenda Item #7:  Authorize putting foreclosed properties out to bid.
Manager Bleess and staff have prepared a list of 2010 tax lien foreclosures and are recommending that the Council authorize the placing them out to bid.  (Exhibit B)  It is further recommended that the minimum bids be the amount owed in back taxes plus any amounts owed to Caribou Utilities District.  Mr. Bleess noted that Jaye Ellis, former owner of Map 2 Lot 48C, has paid so this parcel needs to be removed from the list.  
Councilor Murchison noted that three of the properties are occupied and wondered if the occupants are the former owners or renters.  Councilor Genthner questioned whether the City ever received payment for the cleanup of the River Road property.  There was discussion among the Councilors concerning Homestead Exemptions, the City’s liability for foreclosed properties, and the acquiring of pre-1976 mobile homes.

The Mayor wants the current policy and process for the selling of tax acquired property to be reviewed.  The current policy does not require a bid deposit or include any recourse for the withdrawal of an accepted bid.
Motion made by D. Martin, seconded by K. Murchison, to place out to bid the list of fourteen properties with the recommended minimum bid amounts.  (4 yes)  So voted.
Council Agenda Item #8:  Other Business
Councilor Martin commented on a recent article in the Maine Sunday Telegram concerning staffing levels at the Portland Fire Department.  The articles noted that Portland has 3.54 firefighters for every 1000 residents.  The City of Caribou has 15 firefighters resulting in less than 2 firefighters for every 1000 Caribou residents plus these same individuals are ambulance attendants.  
Manager Bleess has received Expense Budget information from Councilors Theriault, McDonough, and Aiken.


Upcoming Meeting Dates:
Regular City Council Meeting February 11, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.

Council Workshop, February 12, 2013 at 6:00 p.m.
Regular City Council Meeting, February 25, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.

Motion made by K. Murchison, seconded by D. Martin to adjourn at 7:21 p.m.  (4 yes)  So voted.









Jayne R. Farrin, Secretary









