
 

 

 

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 

PHOTOVOLTAIC SOLAR SYSTEMS AND POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT 

 

The City of Caribou is soliciting Summary of Qualifications related to the installation of photovoltaic (PV) 

solar panels on a ten-acre parcel of land.  Installed systems would likely be financed through a power 

purchase agreement.   The City anticipates that firms would receive Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) 

from electrical generation, and the City would purchase the generated electricity.  

Information on this RFQ is available on the City’s website at: 

http://www.cariboumaine.org/index.php/rfq-solar-pv-project/  
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REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 

PHOTOVOLTAIC SOLAR SYSTEMS AND POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT 

CITY OF CARIBOU 

 

1. OVERVIEW 

 

The City of Caribou (the “City”) is accepting qualifications for the installation of photovoltaic (PV) solar 

panels on land currently owned by the City. As part of the project the land would be transferred to the 

developer. The land is 10 acres +/- in size and is located off of the Access Highway in Caribou, a map of 

which is provided with this RFQ. The GPS Coordinates of the land are 46°52'29.4"N 67°58'32.3"W. The 

land has three phase power running along the highway.  The City anticipates that firms would receive 

Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) from electrical generation, and the City would purchase the generated 

electricity.  

 

Installed systems would likely be financed through a power purchase agreement.  Other financing 

options may be discussed in the RFQ response by the contractor. The contractor will be responsible for 

securing all necessary permits and approvals and the associated costs therein for the successful 

completion of the project in conformance with the State Building Code, and to interconnect the project 

with Emera Maine – Maine Public District.  The contractor will also be responsible for all maintenance to 

installed equipment.  

 

Qualifications packages will be evaluated based on technical understanding of the project, proposed 

implementation, relevant background and experience, and proposed fee. 

 

It is the City’s intent to use this qualification process to select a limited number of qualified firms to 

submit cost proposals to the City.  Firms will be asked to narrow and define the scope of services that 

will be performed.  The City will evaluate responses to this RFQ and will select qualified firm(s) to 

participate in the RFP phase of this selection process. 

 

Firms selected to participate in the RFP process will be required to: 

• Provide firm pricing based on a pre-defined term provided by the City 

• Meet the City’s insurance and bonding requirements  

• Provide details of the proposed PV installations, including size, locations, and power system 

information 

• Provide a detailed construction schedule 

 

2. QUALIFICATIONS SUBMITTAL 

 

The City is seeking qualifications for the installation of PV solar panels on a 10 +/- acre parcel of land.  

Qualified firms must be able to demonstrate experience in turnkey design, and building and 

maintenance of PV systems in similar situations in power purchase agreements.  Firms will be expected 

to integrate municipal assets, the energy consumption needs of municipal facilities, solar tax credits, and 

any other subsidies or grants available to create a cost-effective proposal for consideration.    
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Interested firms shall submit: 

 

• Sample agreement with terms and conditions (excluding final purchase price)  

• Description of the type(s) of equipment that would be used at each site (manufacturer, model 

number, PV array size, etc) along with a list of locations (limited to 6) to include a client name, 

address, phone number, and email address of a contact person where the firm has used this 

equipment previously.  

• List of all of the information the firm would require from the City to complete price proposals 

for each facility 

• References (limit 6 per respondent) of similar projects, preferably from other municipalities 

within Maine.  Include client name, a brief summary of the work, and the name, address, and 

phone number, and email address of a responsible contact person.  Respondents shall verify all 

contact information is correct at the time of submission. These may be, but are not required to 

be, the same as the references required above.  

• Qualification data, including firm background, years in business, experience, key staff, and 

construction capabilities 

• Questions concerning this RFQ must be submitted in writing via email (questions will not be 

answered verbally) no later than August 15, 2016.   

 

Written inquiries should be emailed to: 

Austin Bleess, City Manager 

citymanager@cariboumaine.org  

 

Responses will be given by addendum that will be posted to our website.  Final addendum will be issued 

no less than five days prior to the RFQ due date. 

 

3. EVALUATION CRITERIA 

 

The City will review submitted qualifications and may request a meeting with the firm, either in person 

or virtually, to determine which firms are best suited to participate in the Request for Proposal process.  

Firms will be evaluated based on technical understanding of the project, its purpose, and scope.  This 

shall include the evaluation of the proposed solar generation equipment and the scope and assessment 

of the proposed installation.  Qualified firms will be asked to narrow and define the scope of services 

that will be performed, and to identify the most desirable facilities for PV solar panel installation.  

 

Please submit one original, four hard copies, and one digital copy of the RFQ, for a total of six sets.  

RFQ’s and copies shall be clearly labeled with RFQ title, date, and firm name.  Submit by Monday, August 

29, 2016 via mail: 

 

Austin Bleess, City Manager 

City of Caribou 

25 High St 

Caribou, ME 04736 



 


