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Council Agenda Item #1:  Roll Call 

The Caribou City Council held a regular City Council Meeting on Monday, March 14, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. 
in Council Chambers with the following members present:  Mayor Smith, Councilors Goughan, Morrell, 
Morrill, and Theriault.  Deputy Mayor Boma and Councilor Willey were present via Zoom.   

Penny Thompson, City Manager was present at the meeting.   

Department Managers Kenneth Murchison (CEO/Zoning Administrator), Lisa Plourde (Housing 
Director), Peter Baldwin (Library Director), Gary Marquis (Parks & Recreation Superintendent), Dave 
Ouellette (Public Works Director), Scott Susi (Fire Chief), Michael Gahagan (Police Chief) and Carl 
Grant (Finance Director) were present at the meeting.   

Melissa Lizotte of the Aroostook Republican covered the meeting, and it was broadcasted via Spectrum 
and YouTube.  

Council Agenda Item #2:  Invocation / Inspirational Thought 

Mayor Smith read an invocation.  

Council Agenda Item #3:  Pledge of Allegiance 

Mayor Smith led the Pledge of Allegiance 

Council Agenda Item #4:  Public Forum 

No comments were made by the public. 

Council Agenda Item #5:  Minutes 

a.  December 13, 2021 – Regular City Council meeting 

b.  February 14, 2022 – Regular City Council meeting 

c.  February 22, 2022 – City Council Workshop 

Motion made by Councilor Morrell, seconded by Councilor Morrill to accept the minutes from December 
13, 2021, February 14, 2022, and February 22, 2022, as presented.   

Roll Call Vote:  C. Boma – Yes, R.M. Goughan – Yes, D. Morrell – Yes, J. Morrill – Yes, J. Theriault – 
Yes, L. Willey – Yes, J. Smith – Yes.  (So voted) 

Council Agenda Item #6:  Bid Openings, Awards, and Appointments 

a. 2022 Brain Injury Awareness Day Proclamation 

Mayor Smith read the 2022 Brain Injury Awareness Day Proclamation  

Motion made by Councilor Morrill, seconded by Councilor Morrell to accept the 2022 Brain Injury 
Awareness Day Proclamation as presented.  

Roll Call Vote:  C. Boma – Yes, R.M. Goughan – Yes, D. Morrell – Yes, J. Morrill – Yes, J. Theriault – 
Yes, L. Willey – Yes, J. Smith – Yes.  (So voted) 

Council Agenda Item #7:  Public Hearings and Possible Action Items 

a.  2022 Municipal Budget Public Hearing 
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Open Public Hearing: 

6:06 p.m. 

There were no comments made by the public 

Closed Public Hearing  

6:07 p.m. 

Senator Troy Jackson joined the meeting via Zoom to provide an update regarding the bill for the Veterans 
Homes.  He stated that the Veterans homes were created by State Statute and that the Attorney Generals 
stated that the state has jurisdiction over the Veterans’ Homes.  The bill makes it clear that they can not 
close and would have to ask the legislature to close in the future.  He stated that the language was voted on 
Friday, and they hope to have it on the Governor’s desk by Tuesday.  

Representative Susan Bernard asked Senator Jackson if when it was being put forward are they working on 
a softening of language that they would just need to notify about the closure.   

Senator Jackson stated that it was incorrect and that they would need to get permission to close because 
jurisdiction lies with the Legislature.   

Councilor Morrill thanked Senator Jackson for his efforts on the bill.   

Council Agenda Item #8:  Reports by Staff and Committees 

a.  Memo regarding status of West Gate Villa (Code Enforcement Officer) 

Kenneth Murchison (CEO/Zoning Administrator) explained that the West Gate Trailer Park has several 
remaining units that have been abandoned.  The city has decided not to acquire the structures due to 
nonpayment of taxes and has removed all assessed value from the trailers (9 in total).  Ownership is still 
retained by the private individuals.  The property is owned by Tahoe Gaming, LLC who is current on the 
taxes.  

He explained that for a park clean-up project, separate action would need to be taken on each unit, and on 
the Property owner as well.  He explained that they would like to hold a public hearing at the April 11th 
meeting to determine if the properties are considered dangerous or nuisance.   

Motion made by Councilor Morrill, seconded by Councilor Theriault to hold a public hearing on April 11th 
to determine if the properties at the West Gate Trailer Park are considered to be dangerous or a nuisance.  

Roll Call Vote:  C. Boma – Yes, R.M. Goughan – Yes, D. Morrell – Yes, J. Morrill – Yes, J. Theriault – 
Yes, L. Willey – Yes, J. Smith – Yes.  (So voted) 

b.  Manager’s Report 

Manager Thompson reviewed the City Manager’s Report dated March 14, 2022 

Council Agenda Item #9:  New Business, Ordinances and Resolutions 

a.  Broadband presentation:  Charter / Spectrum 

Melinda Kinney and Kate Foye from Charter Communications came to the meeting to discuss Broadband 
Expansions for the City.  Ms.  Kinney explained that the project would require roughly 74 miles of 
infrastructure with a total estimated cost of $1.4 million dollars to construct.  They would ask the city for a 
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contribution of approximately $798,000 for the project.  She explained that the process can begin within 2-
3 weeks of signing the agreement and would take 12-18 months to complete from the date of receipt of the 
pole attachment approvals, licenses and permits.  

The pricing for Charter is national pricing with options available to seniors and families that have children 
on the lunch program at school being as low as $18/month plus an additional $5/month for Wi-Fi.  

Councilor Morrill stated that there are currently 294 unserved, would they be running fiber to the premises? 

Ms.  Kinney explained that the new connections would be fiber.   

Councilor Morrill asked if the new connections would also be able to receive television services.  

Ms. Kinney explained that they would have access to television service on the fiber network.   

Councilor Morrill asked if this would change anything with the Franchise agreement, or the amount that 
the city receives from it.   

Ms. Kinney answered that this would provide additional money from the Franchise Fees to the City. 

Councilor Morrill asked what funding would be looked at for assistance, connect ME or other sources and 
would the city need to do it themselves 

Ms. Kinney explained that they would work with the community and collaborate to look for and try to 
obtain funding.   

Ms. Foye explained that the Connect Maine is currently working on unserved areas of the state with a Bond 
from 2020 which has different rules then the rules that are available for the ARPA funds.  

Councilor Willey stated that she is concerned because she is unserved and has been told by Spectrum that 
they would never run cable down the road.   

Ms. Kinney answered that they will be going down all roads.   

Councilor Morrell asked what will happen to the rates at the end of the honeymoon.  

Ms. Kinney explained that the rates that were in the table previously are the rates with no promotions.   

b.  Snow Removal Contract with County of Aroostook 

Manager Thompson explained that we have received the continuation or renewal of the contract for snow 
removal in Connor.  The agreement does include increases and is for a span of three years but can be 
terminated with a 90-day notice.  

Motion made by Councilor Morrill, seconded by Councilor Theriault to accept the contract for Connor 
Snow removal as presented.  

Councilor Morrell stated that he is concerned because of the increase in the fuel prices being unstable that 
how can they look forward that far and know it will all work out.  

Dave Ouellette (Public Works Director) stated that each year the contract includes a raise, the Connor runs 
also complete the runs that the trucks are on to help make the runs.  He said that he believed everything 
would work out fine.  
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Roll Call Vote:  C. Boma – Yes, R.M. Goughan – No, D. Morrell – No, J. Morrill – Yes, J. Theriault – Yes, 
L. Willey – Yes, J. Smith – Yes.  (So voted) 

c.  Resolution updating Fire/EMS Union Retirement Plan 

Manager Thompson explained that on February 14, 2022, the Caribou City Council approved a 3-year 
contract with the Caribou Professional Firefighters, IAFF Local 5191.  A component of the contract was a 
change in the retirement benefits to Special Plan 3C.   

Maine PERS has sent sample language that has been incorporated into a resolution for the City Council to 
approve so that the Manager can sign the amended agreement between the City of Caribou and the Maine 
Public Employees Retirement System.   

Motion made by Councilor Morrill, seconded by Councilor Theriault to accept Resolution 03-01-2022 as 
presented.   

Roll Call Vote:  C. Boma – Yes, R.M. Goughan – No, D. Morrell – No, J. Morrill – Yes, J. Theriault – Yes, 
L. Willey – Yes, J. Smith – Yes.  (So voted) 

Council Agenda Item #10:  Old Business 

a.  Tax Acquired property (Finance Director) 

Carl Grant, Finance Director brought forward a list of properties that have been tax acquired.  He explained 
that if they chose to retain properties that they would need to look at abating the taxes in the future.  The 
list of tax acquired properties have been broken into two sections, the top half of the chart to be put out to 
bid, and the second portion of the list to be retained by the city, as some of the properties are currently listed 
as blight.   

Motion made by Councilor Morrill, seconded by Councilor Morrell to put account numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 48 and 63 to bid for the minimum sale price as listed in the council packet.  

 

Roll Call Vote:  C. Boma – Yes, R.M. Goughan – Yes, D. Morrell – Yes, J. Morrill – Yes, J. Theriault – 
Yes, L. Willey – Yes, J. Smith – Yes.  (So voted) 

Council Agenda Item #11:  Reports and Discussion by Mayor and Council Members 

Councilor Morrell expressed concern regarding the budget numbers, he believed to be $1,097,900 and the 
packet is showing $1.5 million and would like it checked on.  

Manager Thompson explained that the Capital Budget Committee added $50,000 to the budget for the 
Nylander.  

Councilor Morrill stated that he has had a busy couple of weeks.  He stated that the Aroostook Waste 
Solutions committee is very interesting, and it takes a lot to get rid of peoples’ trash.  He explained that 



March 14, 2022 
22-07 Pg. 5 

they are looking to the next project of the Presque Isle landfill closing due to being full and having more 
brought to the Caribou landfill.  He stated that on the Building Committee he was able to tour the Fire 
Station, and that he also met with the CEGC committee which is a great team and that if anyone is out there 
looking to start their own business, they should go to NMDC for assistance with learning how to start up 
and to make a business plan.  He stated that he is also looking forward to going to the Eggs & Issues meeting 
to discuss Community Solar.  He also extended his gratitude to Caribou’s Highway department for a great 
job, and commended Caribou Fire and their way of attacking the recent fire at the motel.  They worked well 
with mutual aid that was received and it was very organized.   

Council Agenda Item #12: Next Special Meeting:  March 21 (2022 Budget) 

Council Agenda Item #13: Next Regular Meeting:  March 28, April 11 & 25 

Council Agenda Item #14: Executive Session(s) (May be called to discuss matters identified under MRSA, 
Title 1§405.6) 

b.  Credit Enhancement Agreement – Downtown TIF District (Economic Development) 

Motion made by Councilor Morrill, seconded by Councilor Theriault to enter executive session at 7:15 p.m. 
to discuss a Credit Enhancement Agreement under MRSA, Title 1§405.6.C 

Roll Call Vote:  C. Boma – Yes, R.M. Goughan – Yes, D. Morrell – No, J. Morrill – Yes, J. Theriault – 
Yes, L. Willey – Yes, J. Smith – Yes.  (So voted) 

Council exited executive session at 7:45 p.m. 

No action was taken.   

Motion made by Councilor Theriault, seconded by Councilor Morrill to enter executive session at 7:47 p.m. 
to discuss matters identified under MRSA, Title 1, §405.6.C, Maine Veterans’ Home – Caribou, for next 
steps / real estate discussion with Cary Administration.  

Roll Call Vote:  C. Boma – Yes, R.M. Goughan – No, D. Morrell – No, J. Morrill – Yes, J. Theriault – Yes, 
L. Willey – Yes, J. Smith – Yes.  (So voted) 

Joined later by members of the Caribou Hospital District Board for further discussion.   

Council exited executive session at 9:05 p.m.  

No action was taken.   

Council Agenda Item #16:  Adjournment 

Motion made by Councilor Morrill, seconded by Councilor Morrell to adjourn the meeting at 9:06 p.m. 

Roll Call Vote:  C. Boma – Yes, R.M. Goughan – Yes, D. Morrell – Yes, J. Morrill – Yes, J. Theriault – 
Yes, L. Willey – Yes, J. Smith – Yes.  (So voted) 

 

Danielle Brissette, Secretary 

 


