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Get listed on the City of Caribou tourism webpage (left) and if you need information, you 
can now interact via “TextMyGov” (right) to find answers or sign up for alerts & events. 

City staff wants to hear from you! 

The City of Caribou presents: 
 

Community Connections 
 

A bulletin for you, our valued Caribou businesses. 

Welcome New Businesses to Caribou 
o Ruska Coffee      98 Sweden Street 
o New England Kenworth    1101 Presque Isle Road 
o Emery’s Outpost      461 Plante Road 
o SKIN by Meghan Dinneen    149 Bennett Drive 
o The Maine Bean & Tea    46 Fort Street 
o Big Bang Theater     66 Sweden Street 
o Gilman Electrical Supply    408 Main Street 
o Dragon Knight Café     118 Bennett Drive 

Thank you for investing in Caribou! 
 

The City of Caribou is listening ~  please reach out! 
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Are you looking to expand? 

The Caribou Economic 
Growth Council (CEGC) has 
funds available to loan to your 
business. More information is 

available on our website: 

https://www.cariboumaine.org/w
p-content/uploads/2022/02/CEGC-

LOAN-PORTFOLIO.pdf 

https://www.cariboumaine.org/w
p-content/uploads/2022/02/CEGC-

PROGRAM-CHEAT-SHEET.pdf 

The first step is to speak to 
Northern Maine Development 
Commission (NMDC) who 

manages the application process 
and loan servicing. 

The CEGC meets monthly. The 
Council has eight community 
members with two ex-officio 
members: a member of the 

Caribou City Council and the 
Caribou City Manager. 

 

 Thinking about Small Business Saturday? 
Santa and his reindeer were a big hit again in 2022. We offered a $1,000 Caribou Shopping Spree to 
encourage shoppers to patronize Caribou businesses. Do you have feedback on that approach? If you 

are a retail business and would like to participate in 2023, please reach out. We are open to new ideas!  
 

Do not wait: Let us know how City staff can assist you with your business goals! 

The Caribou City Manager 
would like to hear about you 
and your business! Why not 

give her a call to set up a 
time to talk? 

Penny Thompson 
(207) 493 – 5961 

pthompson@cariboumaine.org 
 

Or Judy Kleeman in the City 
Manager’s office: 
493 – 5962 or 

jkleeman@cariboumaine.org 

2024 Comprehensive Plan 
The Caribou Planning Board has started to work on the 2024 Comprehensive Plan – a roadmap for 
the next ten years. What do you as a business owner see as important priorities to consider? Staff 
is working to incorporate economic development initiatives and ideas for growth. Please let us 
know your ideas! Reach out to Karen Gorman at kgorman@cariboumaine.org. 

We want to hear from YOU! 

Have you heard? 

• The Caribou City Council has 
formed a “Caribou Development 
Committee”. At their next 
meeting, they will be conducting 
a SWOT analysis of Caribou’s 
strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities, and threats.  

• The Caribou City Council has 
formed a new working board for 
the Nylander Museum of 
Natural History. Look for the 
museum to open again soon! 

• Weekends with Yankee 
magazine visited Caribou this 
winter and produced a 
wonderful video: 

https://newengland.com/weekends
_with_yankee/adventure-in-maine-
snowmobiling-in-caribou/ 
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Thank you for providing valuable information to your community! 

Let’s talk about the City of Caribou Brownfields Grant 
(To clean up the Riverfront power plants site!) 

The City of Caribou has been awarded a $900,000 grant from the US EPA  for the clean-up of the 
vacant, dilapidated former diesel electric plant and some small buildings down on the Aroostook River 
near the dam. This site is considered a brownfield because previous industrial uses limit future 
development. After this project is complete, the City of Caribou will apply for a larger grant to clean up 
the steam plant. We need your help! 

The US EPA contracts with universities to provide technical assistance to brownfield communities (such 
as Caribou). In New England, the TAB program is administered by the University of Connecticut. The 
faculty and students have given city staff valuable assistance in the process of obtaining this grant.  

Right now, we are working with UCONN TAB to get citizen input. If you have questions about 
brownfields, please watch the video, “Brownfields 101”. It is less than 5 minutes long! Please sign up 
and take the survey for Caribou.  

https://engagetab.citizenlab.co/en/pages/caribou 

This is very important to the process dictated by the EPA! 

https://engagetab.citizenlab.co/en/pages/caribou
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Caribou agriculture + tourism = agritourism! 

 

Invite your friends to Caribou this summer! 
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Caribou Cares About Kids is July 27 – 30, 2023. 
Parade Theme ~ Caribou Agriculture: Pioneer Days to Modern Ways 
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The Caribou City Council prioritizes our Caribou businesses! 

When making their 2023 priorities, the Caribou City Council gave City administration a clear 
directive about business retention, promotion, and communication! 

We want to know how we can help. Please reach out to the City Manager Penny Thompson with 
your questions, comments, or concerns. 

 

2023 Caribou City Council from left: 

Dan Bagley, John Morrill, Courtney Boma, Jody Smith, Joan Theriault, R. Mark Goughan & Lou Willey. 

 

 

City of Caribou 
Economic Development 
25 High Street 
Caribou Maine 04736 
www.cariboumaine.org 


