
 
 

 
AGENDA  

Caribou Planning Board 
Workshop Meeting 

Monday July 29, 2024, at 5:00 p.m. 
 

The meeting will be broadcast on Cable Channel 1301 and the City’s YouTube Channel. 
Public Comments submitted prior to the meeting no later than 4:00 pm on Monday July 29, 2024, will be 

read during the meeting. Send comments to City Manager Penny Thompson at 
pthompson@cariboumaine.org. 

 
 
 
1. Call Meeting to Order, Determine Quorum, disclosure of conflicts of interest         

 
2. Workshop Topic    

a. Neglectful Arts Ordinance     
 

3. Adjournment 
 
 

2024 Planning Board Members: 
 
Amanada Jandreau, Chair    Frank McElwain, Vice Chair 
James E. Belanger, Secretary    Eric Hitchcock 
David Corriveau     Steve Wentworth 
Maura Bishop 

 

City of Caribou, Maine Municipal Building 
  25 High Street 
  Caribou, ME 04736 

Telephone (207) 493-3324 
  Fax (207 498-3954 
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 CARIBOU ADMINISTRATION  

25 HIGH STREET  
CARIBOU, ME. 04736  

MEMO  
 

To:   Planning Board Chair and Members 
From:   Penny Thompson, City Manager 
Date:   July 29, 2024 
Re:   Neglectful Acts Ordinance 
 
 

  

Members David Corriveau and Steve Wentworth have worked together on the Neglectful Acts 
Ordinance which was discussed at the last meeting. 

A workshop has been scheduled for tonight. 

One of the tasks was now to incorporate this ordinance into the city’s code. Upon doing more 
research, much of what the ordinance is trying to do is already present in the existing code and 
ordinances: 

                                                                                                                                                   Pages 

Notes on the Neglectful Acts Ordinance:                                                                           03 

Chapter 4:      Building & Housing                                                                                       04-11 

                         Adopts the Building Code & the Property Maintenance Code 

 

Chapter 8:      Miscellaneous Offenses                                                                              12-17 

                         Nuisance Property Ordinance 

 

The Property Maintenance Code contains many tools:                                                  18-19 

The Legal Issues Manual for Code Enforcement Officers has information too:          20-24 
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     DRAFT 
 
 
Neglectful Acts Ordinance    
 
In an effort to mitigate ongoing blight issues in the City of Caribou the City has instituted a Neglectful 
Acts Ordinance. 

THE CHAPTER 8 NUISANCE PROPERTY ORDINANCE IS ALSO A TOOL. 
 
This allows the city to notify a homeowner or property owner that certain standards of maintenance or 
upkeep are at a point where they have become a problem or issue with neighbors and other tax paying 
citizens of Caribou. 
 THE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE COVERS THIS. 
 
In order to maintain civility in our community, the City will notify the property owner that a defined 
standard has been identified as sub-standard and the property owner has 7 (seven) days to respond to the 
complaint. 
Two methods of compliance are listed. 
-First method is a call to code enforcement officer to acknowledge the issue and possible guidance with 
a timetable not to exceed 30 days to satisfy the complaint. 
-Second method is to address the issue immediately and rectify the problem. 
 THE LEGAL ISSUES MANUAL DIRECTS THE MANNER FOR NOTICES. 
 
Examples of substandard issues are fallen trees, garbage, un-mowed lawns, unkept appearance, trash, 
etc. that would devalue the overall comfort of the neighborhood and community. 
 THE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE COVERS THIS. 
 
Failure to follow through with either option, 
the city reserves the right to address the issue directly by contracting out the needed remedy to resolve 
the complaint. Any and all costs associated with the plan to remediate the issue will be sent to the 
owner. After 60 days should the cost continue to be unpaid, the city will add the cost to next tax bill or 
attach a lien whichever the city chooses. 
 THE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE COVERS THIS. 
 
This ordinance exists to ensure that the health, safety and well-being of our citizens is paramount to the 
continued attributes that recognizes Caribou as caring, tranquil and respected community. 
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