
CITY COUNCIL MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA 
 

Notice is hereby given that the City Council of Caribou will hold a Regular City Council Meeting 
on Monday, July 20, 2026, in the Council Chambers located at 25 High Street, 6:00 pm. 
THE MEETING WILL BE BROADCAST ON CABLE CHANNELS 8 & 1301 AND THE CITY’S YOUTUBE CHANNEL.  
1. Roll Call 
2. Invocation/Inspirational Thought 
3. Pledge of Allegiance 
4. Declaration of any Conflict of Interest 
5. Public Forum (PUBLIC COMMENTS SUBMITTED TO THE CITY CLERK PRIOR TO 4:30PM ON THE MEETING DATE WILL 

BE SHARED WITH THE COUNCIL DURING PUBLIC FORUM. Email dbrissette@cariboumaine.org) 
6. Bid Openings, Awards, and Appointments       Pages 

a. Bid opening for the purchase of Police Cruisers      002-009 
b. Bid opening for the purchase of Z mower      010-020 
c. Bid opening for the purchase of Fire Chief vehicle     021 

7. Public Hearings and Possible Action Items       022 
a. Public hearing on Ordinance 5 – Non-Union retirement     023-025 
b. Public hearing on Dangerous Building at 8 Spring Street     026-033 
c. Public hearing on Dangerous Building at 96 Main Street     034-036 
d. Public hearing on Dangerous Building at 374 West Presque Isle Road   037-039 

8. Reports by Staff and Committees 
a. June 2026 Financial Reports – Finance / HR Director Carl Grant    040-060 
b. City Manager’s Report         061-068 

9. Unfinished Business 
a. Signing of Quitclaim Deed to former owner, approved at the June 15, 2026, meeting 069-070 
b. Memorandum of Understanding with IAFF 5191      071-073 

10. New Business, Ordinances and Resolutions 
a. Request for Mobile Veterinarian Clinic on Municipal Property    074 
b. Introduction of Ordinance 6, 2026 Series, to Amend Chapter 3 Article 1, Dog Ordinance 075-107 
c. Application to License Games of Chance for “Ride For A Cure” at the Caribou VFW 108-111 
d. Ballot for Election to MMA’s Legislative Policy Committee    112-115 
e. 7 Water Street building discussion       116-119 
f. 2026 Tax Commitment motions        120-122 

11. Reports and Discussion by Mayor and Council Members 
12. Next Meetings: Regular Meeting August 10, 2026    Reports: 123-146  
13. Executive Session(s) (May be called to discuss matters identified under MRSA, Title 1, §405.6) 

a. Executive Session for economic development pursuant to 1 MRSA § 405.6.C (CMAC)  
14. Adjournment 
If you are planning to attend this Public Meeting and due to a disability, need assistance in understanding or 
participating in the meeting, please notify the City Clerk ten or more hours in advance and we will, within reason, 
provide what assistance may be required. 
 
Certificate of Mailing/Posting 
The undersigned duly appointed City official for the municipality of Caribou City hereby certifies that a copy of the 
foregoing Notice and Agenda was posted at City Offices and on-line in accordance with City noticing procedures.      
 

 
BY: ____________________________________ Danielle Brissette, City Clerk 

1

mailto:dbrissette@cariboumaine.org


2



3



4



5



6



7



8



9



10



11



12



13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



City of Caribou 
Office of the Fire Chief       

Brian P Lajoie 

 Caribou Fire Dept. 
121 High Street 

Caribou, ME 04736 

Telephone (207) 493-4205 

Fax (207 493-4222 

firechief@cariboumaine.org 

www.cariboufire.com 

 

MEMO 
To:  Mayor of Caribou 

Caribou City Council 

Caribou City Manager 
Re: Chiefs Vehicle  

Date: July 20, 2026 

Mayor Boma and Members of the City Council, 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak this evening regarding the bids received for the purchase of a new front-

line command vehicle for the Caribou Fire Department. 

As previously discussed, the current Chief's vehicle, a 2014 Ford F-150, will be retained and reassigned as a 

secondary department vehicle. It will be used by full-time personnel for departmental business and errands, by 

paid call firefighters responding to mutual aid incidents in surrounding communities, for the Learn Not to Burn 

public education program at local schools, and for the department's smoke alarm installation program. 

At the last City Council meeting, capital funding was approved for the replacement of the Chief's vehicle. 

Following that approval, I solicited quotes from multiple dealerships. The bids received are as follows: 

Vendor Vehicle         Bid Amount 

Colonial Municipal Group:     2026 Chevrolet Tahoe SSV (Special Service Vehicle)         $56,341.00 

Griffeth Ford Mitsubishi:     2027 Ford Expedition Max         $59,101.00 

Quirk Chevrolet, Bangor:     2026 Chevrolet Tahoe LT         $70,768.00 

Central Maine Ford:     2026 Ford Expedition Max         $74,998.00 

After reviewing all proposals, I recommend awarding the purchase to Colonial Municipal Group as the lowest 

bidder in the amount of $56,341.00. 

Funding for this purchase will come from the Fire Department Vehicle Reserve Account (G-1-368-11), which has 

a balance of $80,000.00. 

Following the purchase of the vehicle, approximately $23,659.00 will remain in the reserve account. Those 

remaining funds, which include the $2,760.00 savings compared to the next lowest bid, will be used to outfit the 

vehicle with the emergency equipment necessary for front-line service, including emergency warning lights, 

communications equipment, graphics, and other required safety equipment. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. I will be available this evening to answer any questions you may 

have. 

Respectfully, 

Brian P. Lajoie 

Fire Chief 

Caribou Fire & Ambulance Department 21



CARIBOU ADMINISTRATION  
25 HIGH STREET  

CARIBOU, ME. 04736  
MEMO  
 
TO:   Caribou City Council Members  
FROM:  Penny Thompson, City Manager  
DATE:  July 20, 2026 

  RE:   Public Hearings 
 
 

 
Tonight there are four public hearings scheduled. 
 
Agenda item number 7: Public Hearings and Possible Action Items 

a. Public hearing on Ordinance 5 – Non-Union retirement  Carl Grant, Finance/HR Director 
b. Public hearing on Dangerous Building at 8 Spring Street  Tim St. Peter, CEO 
c. Public hearing on Dangerous Building at 96 Main Street  Tim St. Peter, CEO 
d. Public hearing on Dangerous Building at 374 West Presque Isle Road Tim St. Peter, CEO 

 
For each public hearing, please: 
 
Open the Public Hearing and note the time for the minutes 
Ask the staff member to present the information at the podium 
Ask if there are any comments from those in attendance 
After all public comments, ask for any feedback, questions or comments from the members of the City Council 
After all City Council comments, please close the Public Hearing and note the time for the minutes 
Ask for the wishes of the City Council 
 
 
Suggested action: 
 
After hearing the information, please make a motion   
 
Second 
 
Discussion 
 
Vote 
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Ordinance Introduced by Deputy Mayor Smith 
on June 15, 2026 

 
Ordinance No. 5, 2026 Series 

City of Caribou 
County of Aroostook 

State of Maine 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 2, ADMINISTRATION ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF CARIBOU, RETIREMENT 
 
Short Title: Amend Chapter 2 Retirement 
 
WHEREAS the City of Caribou is a Local Unit of Government under the State of Maine and is 
granted home rule authority under Maine Revised Statutes, Title 30-A, §3001; and 
 
WHEREAS the City of Caribou has adopted Retirement; and 
 
WHEREAS the Caribou Finance/HR Director has forwarded a positive recommendation to the 
City Council for the proposed amendment to Retirement as discussed on March 16th, 2026, council 
meeting under executive session; and  
 
NOW THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Caribou, County of Aroostook, State of 
Maine, pursuant to the requirements of the City of Caribou Charter, Section 2.11, does ordain the 
following: 
 
Chapter 2 Administration; Revision to Retirement 
The Caribou Administrative code, in Chapter 2, Retirement, is hereby amended as indicated in 
the attached Exhibit A.  
 
Section III. Posting and Effective Date 

This ordinance, being introduced on June 15, 2026, and a public hearing being held on July 20, 
2026, was duly passed by the City Council of the City of Caribou, Maine, this _______ day of 
___________________ 2026. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after adoption by the 
City Council. 

 
 
______________________________  ______________________________ 
Courtney Boma, Mayor    Jody Smith, Deputy Mayor  
 
______________________________  ______________________________ 
Dan Bagley, Councilor    Jennifer Kelley, Councilor 
 
______________________________  ______________________________ 
Tamara Lovewell, Councilor    Paul Watson, Councilor  
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______________________________   
Lori Knight - Phair, Councilor 
  
        Attest: 
 

______________________________ 
Danielle Brissette, City Clerk 
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CARIBOU ADMINISTRATION  
25 HIGH STREET  

CARIBOU, ME. 04736  
MEMO  
 
TO:   Caribou City Council Members  
FROM:  Penny Thompson, City Manager  
DATE:  July 20, 2026 

  RE:   June 2026 Financial Report, presented by Finance Director Carl Grant  
 
 

 
Finance Director Carl Grant will present the June 2026 Financial Reports. 
 
 
Suggested action: 
 
After the presentation, please make a motion “to accept the June 2026 Financial Report as presented”. 
 
Second 
 
Discussion 
 
Vote 
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MEMO  
 
TO:   Caribou City Council Members  
FROM:  Penny Thompson, City Manager  
DATE:  July 20, 2026 

 RE:   City Manager’s Report 
 
 

 
Back by popular demand, the grants update one-pager is back! 
 
Please see the enclosed flyer about the road closure on South Main Street. This is due to the Maine 
Department of Transportation project aimed at reducing wildlife vehicle collisions around the 
Prestile Stream. This Caribou Wildlife and Aquatic Habitat Crossing Project will replace the 
existing culverts, enhance habitat areas, and improve water quality. More information can be 
found on the city’s website: 
DOT WCPP – Wildlife Crossings Pilot Program – City of Caribou, Maine 
 
This week is Caribou Cares about Kids! Please see the enclosed flyer for details. To kick it off, 
come to Thursdays on Sweden Street for ‘Reunion Night’ with live entertainment by Tess Collins 
Music and the Northern Maine Brewing Company will be your hosts in the outdoor café.  
 
I would like to say thanks to Kiersten Purington, the President and CEO, of the Aroostook 
Partnership. During her first year in the position, Kiersten has started several initiatives that have 
expanded economic development opportunities here in Caribou. Eric Sanderson graduated with 
the Epsilon Class of Leadership Aroostook. Several staff attended the 2025 Housing Summit and 
2026 Housing Seminar. I have participated in the Aroostook Women’s Network, the County site 
visit by the Consul General of Canada to New England, Bernadette Jordan and her staff, and most 
recently, the NBRC Catalyst grant to fund Aroostook Rising which includes an ambassador 
program to help welcome new residents to Aroostook County. There is a 2-page flyer enclosed 
in this packet about the great work being done by Kiersten and the Aroostook Partnership team. 
 
At this meeting I would like to give a special congratulation to our Finance and HR Director Carl 
Grant for his recertification by the Maine Municipal Tax Collectors’ and Treasurers’ Association 
as a Certified Maine Treasurer. 
 
Suggested Action: 
 
This is for information only. No action required. 61
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The Riverfront Master Plan is in its final stages. Both the
Railroad Station and Starch Plant have been purchased.
The Starch Plant RFP for demolition is now being
advertised.

RIVERFRONT PLAN & PROJECTS

NORTHERN BORDER REGIONAL
COMMISSION (NBRC)

$472,550

ARPA NEU FUNDS:
ALL FUNDS MUST BE SPENT BY 12/31/2026

FY2022 

FY2023

FY2024 

FY2024

ARPA - AROOSTOOK COUNTY MATCHING FUNDS

$100,000

$150,000

$269,425

$100,349

This is a fully funded project at the Caribou Public Library.
A.M. Construction is the contractor with several local sub-
contractors.

$1.8 MILLION

CARE for our community, ENVISION the future, then
help Caribou DO what it takes to make it happen!

Care. Envision. Do.Care. Envision. Do.
CARIBOU CARIBOU 20342034

Care. Envision. Do.
CARIBOU 2034

APRON PROJECT
FAA/MAINE DOT AVIATION DIV.

$628,445
SNOW REMOVAL EQUIPMENT $545,000
Both projects are complete.

Demolition completed.
FY2023 CLEANUP GRANT

EPA BROWNFIELDS
$900,000

QEP contract awarded to Sevee & Maher.

FY2025 CLEANUP GRANT $4 MILLION

Assessment Grant awarded and paperwork is
complete, waiting for the EPA Cooperative Agreement 

FY2026 CLEANUP GRANT $500,000

RLF AT BIRDSEYE: In process with County Environmental
Engineering. 

CDBG: COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
BLOCK GRANT
Helping a local business with equipment

$4.459 MILLION

SENATOR COLLINS:
$2.5 MILLION

The City Council is now looking into the refurbishment of an
existing building. Harriman has been selected to assist with
this search

FY23 - POLICE STATION 

FY23 - CARIBOU POND & PARK RECLAMATION PROJECT
Project Manager contract has been awarded to Aviest
Engineering of Caribou. Soderberg Construction of Caribou has
been awarded the contract for excavation.

FY24 - IMPROVEMENTS TO FIRE STATION $1.359 MILLION
Design and Engineering contract awarded to Harriman.
Amanda Jandreau of Caribou is the project lead. Buildings
Etcetera of Houlton has been awarded the contract for
renovations.

FY24 - ENERGY IMPROVEMENTS AT LIBRARY
Staff has been in touch with Senator King’s office.

SENATOR KING:

CONGRESSIONALLY DIRECTED SPENDING REQUESTS

Did you know that a successful grant application starts with well-constructed planning documents? 
The City of Caribou is working on their 2024-2034 Comprehensive Plan which will be the foundation

for grant applications going forward.

GRANT PROJECT
UPDATES

JOIN THE CONVERSATION: CARIBOUMAINE.ORG/CARIBOU2034

JULY 2026JULY 2026JULY 2026JULY 2026

Caribou has applied for inclusion in the
program. The White House sent a clarifying
memo in mid-July. We expect to receive an
announcement from the Governor’s office
this fall.

OPPORTUNITY ZONES
TO BEGIN 1/1/2027

$30,000

DECD HOUSING OPPORTUNITY PROGRAM GRANT
HOUSING NEEDS & ACTION PLAN

COMPLETE

ORDINANCE UPDATES
For ordinance amendments to comply with recent land
use statutes.

$30,000

$10,000

COMPLETE

COMPLETE
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McGILLAN INC. 
 

5 McGILLAN DRIVE             (207) 473-4097   FAX (207) 473-4091 
FORT FAIRFIELD, MAINE 04742               Email: mcginc@mcgillaninc.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Temporary Road Closure 
 
 

Route 164 Main Street will be closed from Route 1 
Intersection to the West Presque Isle Road Intersection  

 
 

Monday July 20th thru Friday November 20th, 2026 

 

 

Route 164 Main Street will be temporarily closed to traffic from approximately one mile north of 
the Route 1 intersection to the West Presque Isle Road intersection, on Monday July 20th to 
Friday November 20th.  The road will be closed to traffic for a large culvert replacement project 
with the Main Department of Transportation. 
 
During the closure, traffic will be detoured via Route 1, Fort Street, and Main Street. A detour 
map has been attached for alternate route. 
 
If you have any questions please contact our office.  Phone 207-473-4097 
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McGILLAN INC. 
 

5 McGILLAN DRIVE             (207) 473-4097   FAX (207) 473-4091 
FORT FAIRFIELD, MAINE 04742               Email: mcginc@mcgillaninc.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

64



Caribou Cares About Kids 
July 23-25, 2026 

@ Teague Park | 75 Bennett Drive |Caribou 

Unless noted otherwise 
 

Thursday, July 23 
6-9pm  Thursdays on Sweden Street |Music by Tess Collins Music  

   Street Vendors, Food Trucks  

 

Friday, July 24 
12-2pm  Tie-dye T-shirts ($2 per shirt) & hot dog lunch 

12-8pm  Bounce House & Food vendors 

2pm   Tug of War 

3pm   Kids Art Event 

4pm   Egg Toss Competition 

4:30pm  Disney Characters 

5-8pm  Cornhole Tournament  

Teams  Youths division 10-17 years old  

  Adult division 18 & over   

5-8pm  Start of Coed Tournament TBA 

6pm  Disney Characters 

 

Saturday, July 25 
7am-3pm  5th Annual Groomer Classic  

@Beauregard Equipment | 723 Sweden Street 

8am   Coed Softball Tournament | Rain date Sunday, July 26th 

10am-1pm Bike Rodeo | Rain date August 1st  

12-8pm  Bounce Houses, Family games & Food vendors 

1pm   Disney Characters 

2pm   Sack Race Competition 

3-5pm  Face Painting 

4pm   Candy Grab at the Basketball Court 

6pm   Caribou Cares Parade *Theme 250th Birthday USA 

   Line up at 5-6pm at Skyway Plaza 

6:30-8:30pm Classic Car Show on Bennett Drive 

   Disney Characters 
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Driving Economic Growth in Aroostook County 

Convening leadership, aligning resources, and advancing initiatives that strengthen  
Aroostook County’s economy, workforce, and quality of place. 

MISSION 
The Aroostook Partnership aligns public and private 
leadership to drive economic growth, develop a 
competitive workforce, and position Aroostook 
County as a destination for talent and investment. 

VISION 
Aroostook County is a thriving regional economy that 
attracts bold investment, develops world-class talent, 
and delivers lasting prosperity. 

Core Strategic Initiatives 
Talent Attraction & Retention 
The Aroostook Partnership leads regional efforts to attract and retain the workforce needed to support long-term 
economic growth. Through the Aroostook Rising initiative, we are developing a unified county brand, 
coordinated employer recruitment tools, targeted marketing campaigns, and newcomer engagement strategies 
that position Aroostook County as a destination to live, work, and thrive. Our website 
www.opportunitiesaroostook.com serves as a platform to showcase all that Aroostook County has to offer. 

Workforce Development 
We convene employers, educators, workforce organizations, and community partners to strengthen the region’s 
talent pipeline and align workforce development efforts with employer needs. Signature programs such as 
Leadership Aroostook develop current and emerging leaders while fostering collaboration, professional growth, 
and long-term employee retention. 

Policy & Regional Advocacy 
The Aroostook Partnership serves as a unified regional voice on issues that affect economic competitiveness, 
workforce development, infrastructure, housing, childcare, and business growth. By engaging with state, federal, 
and regional partners, we advocate for policies and investments that strengthen Aroostook County’s economy 
and improve its long-term competitiveness. 

Supporting Regional Priorities 
Housing & Childcare 
Recognizing that workforce growth depends on strong communities, the Aroostook Partnership convenes 
partners to advance regional conversations around housing and childcare. While we are not a direct service 
provider, we bring together municipalities, employers, developers, and public agencies to identify solutions, 
share best practices, and support initiatives that improve quality of life for current and future residents. 
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2025–2026 Impact 
• Secured $360,000 in federal funding through the NBRC Catalyst and USDA Rural Development joint funding 

program for Aroostook Rising, a two-year regional talent attraction and retention initiative designed to fill 
workforce shortages across industries and increase newcomer integration and community building. 

• Brought back Aroostook Day at the Legislature by hosting a Legislative Lunch Briefing at the Maine State 
House, engaging state lawmakers and Governor Janet Mills in discussions on childcare, housing, and energy -
three critical issues impacting workforce attraction, business growth, and the region's economy. 

• Convened the 2025 Aroostook County Housing Summit and the 2026 Housing Seminar, bringing together 
community leaders, developers, housing experts, investors, and federal/state partners. This allowed 
attendants to learn how to leverage tools and programs to spur housing development in their communities.  

• Hosted the Beyond Borders U.S.–Canada International Roundtable and coordinated a three-day County 
site visit by the Consul General of Canada to New England increasing dialogue, trade, and collaboration 
across the region. 

• Celebrated the 5th anniversary of Leadership Aroostook, a 9-month professional development program led 
by Husson University and Aroostook Partnership. This year’s graduating Epsilon Class developed final team 
projects that addressed current regional organizational challenges – adaptation of a responsible AI 
framework in the workplace and improving workforce culture and retention through leadership 
development. 

• Invested $20,000 in the Aroostook County Childcare Resource Center as the second year of a three-year, 
$60,000 commitment to strengthen childcare capacity and support workforce participation across Aroostook 
County. 

Progress Starts with Partnership 
Kiersten Purington, President & CEO 

207-554-0680 | kpurington@aroostookpartnership.org 
www.aroostookpartnership.org 
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Maine Municipal Tax Collectors' and Treasurers' Association 
Local Government Center • 60 Community Drive, Augusta, Maine 04330-9486 

1-800-452-8786 (In Maine) • 207-623-8428 • Fax 207-624-0128 
www.mmtcta.org 

 
 
 
 
 

July 15, 2026 
 
Penny Thompson 
City Manager 
City of Caribou 
PO Box 735 
Caribou, ME 04736 
 
  
Dear Penny: 
 
Congratulations to the City of Caribou. The Maine Municipal Tax Collectors’ and 
Treasurers’ Association has approved Carl Grant as a re-certified Treasurer. This 
certification process has required many hours of dedication to achieve. The certification 
process requires that applicants receive training in a number of courses that relate to 
their field of expertise. 
 
Carl will be recognized for receiving certification in the MMTCTA newsletter Dollar$ and 
Sense and his certificate will be awarded at the 2027 MMTCTA Annual Conference. 
 
The MMTCTA understands the investment of time and resources it takes to achieve this 
status. You may want to check with your insurance carrier to see if this would entitle you 
to a discount on your public official’s liability insurance or bond insurance for this 
position. We encourage you to ask your insurance company and find out. 
 
Congratulations once again! 
 
        

Sincerely, 

 
Danielle Berube 
MMTCTA Vice President 

       MMTCTA Certification Committee Chair 
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CARIBOU ADMINISTRATION  
25 HIGH STREET  

CARIBOU, ME. 04736  
MEMO  
 
TO:   Caribou City Council Members  
FROM:  Penny Thompson, City Manager  
DATE:  July 20, 2026 

  RE:   Memorandum of Understanding with IAFF 5191  
 
 

 
The City of Caribou and the IAFF 5191 have been in negotiations to settle a Collective Bargaining Agreement.  
 
A Memorandum of Understanding is outlined on the following two pages which represent the major elements 
agreed to by both parties.  
 
 
Suggested action: 
 
Please make a motion “to authorize City Manager Penny Thompson to sign the Memorandum of Understanding 
with IAFF 5191, and make all necessary redline changes to the collective bargaining agreement, consistent with 
the MOU”. 
 
Second 
 
Discussion 
 
Vote 
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City of Caribou, Maine 

and 
Caribou Professional Fire Fighters Association, IAFF Local 5191 

 
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

 
This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is by and between the City of Caribou (Employer) and the 
Caribou Professional Firefighters Association, IAFF Local 5191 (Union).  

 
Whereas, the Employer and the Union agree to implement the proposals presented by MLRB Fact Finders, Patt 
Dunn and Joan Morin, that includes implementing a 42-hour work week for firefighters, which will require filling 
of four (4) full-time firefighter positions, which will require the creation of one (1) new position and filling the 
three (3) vacant full-time firefighter positions;  

 
Whereas, the parties agree to establish a hiring bonus program to assist with recruitment for these positions;  

 
Whereas, additionally, Employer will pay a ratification bonus for current bargaining unit members; and  

 
Now Wherefore, the parties have agreed to the Fact Finders Proposals the Parties agree to the following while 
the parties continue to put the Successor CBA redline together for review and approval by their respective 
principles and the following: 

 
1) Article 8, Section 1 (Duties of Employees): Add “Any approved secondary employer must maintain a 

primary base of operations within a sixty (60) mile radius.” 
 

2) Article 9 (Hours of Work): The City’s final offer (specifically Bullet #1) and ensure that the following 
work schedule is incorporated into the CBA at the appropriate place: “Work Schedule = 24 on; 48 off; 24 
on; 96 off.”  
 

3) Hiring Bonus for New Employees: Additionally, the City has agreed to provide a hiring bonus for new 
employees to assist in recruiting qualified candidates for the four (4) firefighter positions (one new 
position and three (3) vacant positions), The Employer shall provide a hiring bonus of Ten Thousand 
Dollars ($10,000) to each of the four newly hired firefighters filling those positions. The amount to fund 
the bonuses will be placed in reserve for this purpose and will be enough to bring the department to full 
staff. The bonus for new employees will be paid on the following schedule:  
 

a. After first full week of employment:  $1,500 
b. After 1 month of employment:  $2,000 
c. After 6 months of employment:   $2,500 
d. After 12 months of employment:   $4,000 

 
The payment will be made provided the employee remains employed at each of the dates outlined 
above.  The payment will be made in the regularly scheduled payroll period following the date that each 
milestone occurs. 
 

4) Article 9 (Wages): Implement the wage scale that the Parties tentatively agreed to once the four (4) vacant 
positions are filled.  
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5) Signing Bonus for Current Unit Employees: In recognition of their ongoing dedication and support 
during these challenging times, the Employer will pay a $1,000 ratification bonus to current bargaining 
unit employees. This ratification bonus shall be paid in full at the next regularly scheduled payroll 
following ratification of the collective bargaining agreement by both parties.  
 

6) Article 18 (Overtime): Overtime compensation shall be paid at a rate of one and one-half (1.5) times the 
employee’s base hourly rate for all hours worked over a 48-hour workweek. Hours worked for purposes 
of overtime will include sick and bereavement leave hours. 
 

7) Earned Paid Leave (EPL): The first 40 hours of any leave time in a year will be designated as Earned 
Paid Leave (EPL). 
 

8) Article 22 (Leave of Absence – Sick Leave): Sick leave may be utilized in one (1) hour increments. The 
sick leave accrual cap shall be 1,008 hours, which is equivalent to 42 days at 24 hours per day (42 × 24 = 
1,008). 
 

9) Article 22 (Leave of Absence – Vacation Leave): Vacation leave shall be set at two-hundred eighty-eight 
(288) hours (equivalent to six (6) weeks at forty-eight (48) hours per week) upon completion of twenty 
years (20) of service. 
 

10) If the City is unable to fill these positions by September 1, 2026, the parties will commence negotiations 
regarding the implementation date for the unit employees’ wages. Should negotiations fail, the matter will 
be submitted to interest arbitration. 
 

11) Since the Parties have agreed to the Fact Finders proposals, the Parties have agreed that these proposals 
as sited above will be considered tentatively agreed upon along with the others successor CBA articles 
and proposals .  

 
Except as expressly modified by this MOU, all terms and conditions of the current collective bargaining 
agreement and the tentative agreements entered into by the parties for their successor collective bargaining 
agreement shall remain unchanged and in full force and effect unless changed by mutual consent of the parties.  
 
This MOU and its terms shall become effective upon execution by both parties. 
 
For the Union      For the City 
 
 
By:       By: 
 
 
By:       By: 
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Caribou City Council  – Request for Use of Municipal Facilities for Mobile Veterinary Clinic  – 7/7/26                  Page 1 of 1 

CARIBOU ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
25 HIGH STREET 
CARIBOU, ME 04736 

 
 
 

 

                               
 

MEMO 
 

TO: Caribou City Council 
FROM: Eric Sanderson, Economic & Community Development Specialist 
DATE: July 7, 2026 
RE: Request for Mobile Veterinarian Clinic on Municipal Property 
 
Introduction 
In June, staff received a request from representatives of the Aroostook Mobile Pet Center, a group that works 
with the Maine State Animal Welfare Department, to temporarily locate a mobile animal clinic in Caribou. 
One of the primary volunteers and Caribou resident, Norma Milton, requested use of a municipal facility in 
town to provide this vital service in Central Aroostook County. The clinic, operated out of a camper-like van, 
would need access to a small building, water, and power hookups. Councilor Watson, Parks & Recreation 
Superintendent, Gary Marquis, and Economic Development staff met with Ms. Milton later in June to discuss 
some potential City-owned sites. In our communications, the staff made clear that any temporary use of a 
municipal facility or property will require approval by the City Council.  
 

Proposed Use 
The van would provide spay and neuter services, vaccines, and insect prevention/remediation for approximately 
120 cats across the three days each month. With this in mind, staff believes the Collins Pond Park and building 
facility would work well for the clinic use. The water and power hookups are on the side of the building, and 
the van could park at the rear (northeast side) of the building. The request is for use of property in Caribou for 
approximately three days per month from as early as August this Summer, to October 1st, 2026, to park the 
mobile clinic van, utilizing a nearby building for a recovery area. Aroostook Mobile Pet Center would also like 
to plan out clinic locations for 2027, and is similarly requesting to be considered for use of the Collins Pond 
Park and building from mid-May of 2027 through October 1st, 2027, also for three days per month. 
 

In previous years, the van has been set up at the Parks & Recreation property on Bennett Drive, however that 
space is very active in the Summer and early Fall months and was discussed to not be a good fit at this time. 
The previous uses at the Parks & Recreation property involved minimal water and electrical use, not 
contributing substantially to any costs to the City’s monthly utility bills. The group running the mobile 
veterinarian clinic at that time did provide a donation to the City for its time and facilities, and Ms. Milton has 
indicated the Aroostook Mobile Pet Center would be amenable to doing something similar this year. 

 

Conclusion 
Staff believe this clinic fills a dire need for Aroostook County, and would draw in visitors and patrons for 
many local businesses across the three days each month the clinic proposes to operate. The time and cost to the 
City is very minimal, and opens up the potential for future clinics to serve additional animals.  
 

Suggested Action 
If upon its review, the City Council is comfortable with the use of the Collins Pond Park and building by 
Aroostook Mobile Pet Center for approximately three days per month until October 1, 2026 this year, and from 
mid-May to October 1, 2027 next year, the below motion should be made: 
 

“Motion to allow use of the Collins Pond Park and building facilities to be used by the Aroostook Mobile Pet 
Center for approximately three days per month from August to October 1, 2026, and from mid-May to October 
1st, 2027.” 
 

Second 
 

Discussion  
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Caribou City Council – Updates to Chapter 3 Animals & Fowl – Article 1 Dog Ordinance    Page 1 of 1 

CARIBOU ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
25 HIGH STREET 
CARIBOU, ME 04736 

         

MEMO 
TO: Caribou City Council 
FROM: Eric Sanderson, Economic & Community Development Specialist 
DATE: July 14, 2026 
RE: Updates to Chapter 3, Article I – Animal Control Ordinance 

Introduction 
Over the Winter, staff has worked with the Police Department and volunteers from the Planning Board to 
update the City Charter Chapter 3 – Animals and Fowl, Article I Dog Ordinance. As proposed, the title of the 
ordinance would be updated to “Article 1 Animal Control Ordinance”. The Ordinance explicitly states the 
existing authority of the Police Department as the Animal Control Officer for encounters and calls for animals 
in distress, whereas the previous ordinance spoke to the “Dog Constable” or “Police Officer”. The update 
serves to have more consistent standards with respect to condition of animal facilities and the ability of the 
Caribou Police Department to effectively respond to calls for animal control calls.  

Updated Standards 
The updated standards have been made after review of other communities with Animal Control Ordinances in 
Maine, including Presque Isle and Bangor. Included are definitions for an “owner”, “disturbance”, and “animal 
cruelty and abuse”. They address individuals with an unsafe number of dogs as well. Many of the existing 
standards such as dogs running at large are maintained, but are expanded upon to more closely match language 
observed elsewhere in an effort to be as comprehensive as possible. Keeping animals outside in unsafe hot or 
cold conditions, animal waste, bites, and the procedure for Rabies diagnoses are also covered.  

In speaking with the Police Department, Chief Saucier indicated to Economic & Community Development 
staff that the Police Department was supportive of these updated standards. The only concern by the Police 
Department was related to payment of fees to the City for an animal impounded under the Ordinance, as 
sometimes those are issued under varying circumstances. With this in mind, authority to waive those fees at the 
discretion of the Police Chief was added to Article II Section 3-201 under “Impoundment Fees”.  

The Planning Board held a public hearing at its May 14th Planning Board meeting, voting to advance the 
standards to the City Council for consideration. 

Suggested Action 
If the City Council is supportive of updating the standards, the ordinance update would need to be introduced, 
and a public hearing scheduled. Please introduce the ordinance as follows: 

Introduction of Ordinance 06, 2026 Series, Amend Chapter 3, Animal and Fowl, Article I Dog Ordinance 
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Redlined copy of the amended ordinance 
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Chapter 3 – Animals and Fowl  

ARTICLE I DOG ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE 

Section 

3-101 “Owner” and/or “Keeper” Defined Purpose 
3-102 Disturbance Owner 
3-103 Dogs Running at Large Disturbance 
3-104 Impounding Dogs Found Running at Large Not to Create a Nuisance 
3-104-B Removal & Disposal of Feces 
3-105 Dogs Presenting an Immediate Threat Animal Cruelty and Abuse 
3-106 Violation 
3-107 Right to Enforcement 

ARTICLE II IMPOUNDMENT FEES 
Section 

3-201    Impoundment Fees 

     ARTICLE III NUMBER OF DOGS LIMITED 
Section 

3-301      Number of Dogs Limited 

ARTICLE IV BARKING OR HOWLING DOGS 
Section 

3-401      Barking or Howling Dogs 

          ARTICLE V ANIMAL WASTE AND OTHER DISTURBANCES 
Section 

3-501      Animal Waste and Other Disturbances 

ARTICLE VI DISPOSITION OF DOGS THAT HAVE BITTEN PERSONS 
Section 

3-601      Disposition of Dogs that Have Bitten Persons 

ARTICLE VII RABIES 
Section 

3-701      Rabies 

ARTICLE VIII WHEN DOGS MAY BE KILLED 
Section 

3-801      When Dogs May Be Killed 
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Chapter 3 Animal and Fowl  

ARTICLE I DOG ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE 

Sec. 3-101 “Owner” and/or “Keeper” Defined Purpose 

The word “owner” when applied to the proprietorship of a dog shall include every person having 
a right of property in such dog, and every person who keeps or harbors such dog or has it in their care, 
and every person who permits such dog to remain on or about any premises occupied by them. The 
word “keeper” means a person in possession or control of a dog. A person becomes a “keeper” of a 
stray dog if the person feeds that animal for at least 10 consecutive days. 

The purpose of this Ordinance is to control unreasonable noise disturbances created by 
domesticated animals or livestock living as domesticated animals and to control domesticated animals 
running at large. This Ordinance also assists a municipal officer of the City of Caribou to make a 
judgement call as to whether an animal is in distress due to cruelty or neglect as defined in Section 3-
105. 

Sec. 3-102 Disturbance Owner 

On complaint being made to the Dog Constable that any dog within the City has unreasonably 
disturbed the quiet of any persons whosoever by continued barking or howling, or in any manner, the 
Dog Constable shall issue notice to the “owner” and/or “keeper” of such dog ordering that such dog be 
kept under proper control. 

The word “owner” when applied to the proprietorship of a domesticated pet shall include every 
person having a right of property in such animal, and every person who keeps or harbors such animal or 
has it in their care, and every person who permits such animal to remain on our about any premises they 
occupy. 

Sec. 3-103 Dogs Running At Large Disturbance 

No person who is an “owner” and/or “keeper” of a dog, as defined by Section 3-101 of this 
Article, shall cause or permit any dog to run at large within the City, as herein defined. Dogs, while on 
any public way or public place shall be under restraint. The word “restraint” shall mean that a dog shall 
be controlled by a leash; or, at “heel”, beside the competent person and obedient to that person’s 
commands; or, on or within a vehicle being driven or parked on any public way. A leash shall not be 
more than eight (8) feet long. Nothing, within this Article shall be held to require the leashing of any 
dog while on the property of its “owner” and/or “keeper”. 

On compliant being made to any City of Caribou Official that any domesticated animal within 
the City has unreasonably disturbed the quiet of any persons whosever by continued barking or howling, 
or in any manner, the Officer shall issue notice to the owner of such animal ordering that such animal 
shall be kept under proper control. 
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Sec. 3-104 Impounding Dogs Found Running At Large Not to Create a Nuisance 

A domesticated animal shall be considered a nuisance if it soils, defiles or defecates on any 
public or private property, other than the owner’s property; and the owner shall be obligated to remove 
and properly dispose of such waste promptly from any such public or private property. 

No person who is an “owner” and/or “keeper” of an animal, as defined by Section 3-102 of this 
Article, shall cause or permit any animal to run at large within the City, as herein defined. Animals, 
while on any public way or public place shall be under restraint. The word “restraint” shall mean that a 
animal shall be controlled by a leash; or, at “heel”, beside the competent person and obedient to that 
person’s commands; or, on or within a vehicle being driven or parked on any public way. A leash shall 
not be more than eight (8) feet long. Nothing, within this Article shall be held to require the leashing of 
any animal while on the property of its “owner” and/or “keeper”. 

Any Constable or Police  Caribou Official or Officer is hereby authorized and empowered to go 
upon any premises and enter any building other than a dwelling to seize and impound any dog animal or 
dogs animals which have been found running at large or which are in violation of any of the provisions 
of this Article or of any order issued hereunder when such Constable or Police Official or Officer is in 
immediate pursuit of such dog animal or dogs animals. Upon seizing and impounding such an dog 
animal, the Constable or Police Official or Officer shall collect a fee of $25.00 from the “owner” and/or 
“keeper” upon releasing the dog animal. In the alternative the Constable or Police Caribou Official or 
Officer may prosecute the “owner” and/or “keeper” of the dog animal. 

 
Sec. 3-104-B Removal & Disposal of Feces 

It is a violation of this Section for any person who possesses or controls a dog, except guide dogs 
who fails to properly remove, dispose of any feces left by his or her dog on any publicly owned property 
or upon the premises of any person other than the owner without that person’s permission. 

 
Sec. 3-105 Dogs Presenting an Immediate Threat Animal Cruelty and Abuse 

After filing of complaint to the Dog Constable and/or Police Officer, if the dog poses an 
immediate threat to the public, the dog shall, at the discretion of the officer, be subject to muzzling, 
restraint and/or transported to the animal shelter for quarantine purposes at the “owner’s” and/or 
“keeper’s” expense for a period of ten (10) days. 

Animals shall have the right to the five freedoms of animal welfare: freedom to turn around, get 
up, lie down, scratch, and stretch their limbs completely. 

A. Definitions 

i. “Animal Cruelty” means any act of inflicting unnecessary physical or mental pain 
on a living creature. 

ii. “Animal Neglect” means any willful omission of lack of care for a living animal 
in a confined space. 

 
Sec. 3-106 Violation 

Any person found to be in violation of any provision of this Ordinance or any order issued 
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hereunder, shall be liable to punishment by fine not less than fifty dollars ($50.00) but not to exceed one 
hundred dollars ($100.00); and each day during which such violation continues shall constitute a new 
offense. Said fine to be payable to the City of Caribou. Repeated violation of this ordinance may be 
cause for having privileges to own and license a dog within the City of Caribou revoked, subject to 
review and recommendation by the parties named herein with Right to Enforcement per Sec. 3-107, 
below. 

 
Sec. 3-107 Right to Enforcement 
It shall be the duty of any designated official under the authority of the City of Caribou City 

Manager to include, but not limited to the Chief of Police, the Code Enforcement Office, the City Health 
Officer or any other authorized designee to enforce the provisions of this section. 

ARTICLE II IMPOUNDMENT FEES 

Sec. 3-201 Impoundment Fees 

Any animal impounded hereunder may be reclaimed during shelter business hours, as herein 
provided upon payment by the owner to City’s designated shelter provider, of impoundment fees and 
board charges, plus the price of any shots which the animal may have received while in the care of the 
shelter. If the City of Caribou has incurred these costs, the owner of the animal must pay the fees 
outlined above to the City. The Caribou Police Department may waive fees owed to the City under this 
section at its discretion, with the decision designated to the Chief of Police.  

ARTICLE III NUMBER OF DOGS LIMITED 

Sec. 3-301 Number of Dogs Limited 

It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to keep or harbor within the City more than five 
dogs over six months old on any premises, house, barn, or other building or in or about all buildings 
occupied by any one family, and the keeping or harboring of dogs as aforesaid is hereby declared a 
nuisance pursuant to Article I of this Ordinance.  

A. The payment of a license or licenses on dogs shall not be construed to allow the keeping 
of more than five dogs, as aforesaid, on any one premises. 

B. This limitation shall not apply to the below: 

a. Properties located outside of the State Urban Compact Zone; 

b. Properties located in the Caribou R-3 Rural Mixed Housing Zoning District 

c. Any person, group of persons, or corporations with dogs utilized primarily for 
operation and protection for agricultural uses 

d. Any person, group of persons, or corporation engaged in the commercial business 
of racing, breeding, buying, selling or boarding of dogs or operating a veterinary 
establishment; 

e. Any person, group of persons, or corporation engaged in animal husbandry, 
animal rescue groups, or animal shelters, as defined and subject to required 
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municipal approvals in Chapter 13 City of Caribou Land Use Ordinance; 

 

 

ARTICLE IV BARKING OR HOWLING DOGS 

Sec. 3-401 Barking or Howling Dogs 
A. Nighttime. 

 
i. It shall be unlawful for any person to confine a dog(s) in an open-air enclosure, 

including a fenced yard, where its barking may disturb the quiet of the 
neighborhood after 10:00 p.m. or before 6:00 a.m. Said dog(s) shall be confined 
within a reasonably soundproof building during those hours so that any barking 
will not annoy, disturb, injure or endanger the comfort, repose, peace or safety of 
any individual in the City. Said dog(s) shall be allowed outdoors, however, so 
long as it is accompanied by a person at all times and does not bark for longer 
than 30 seconds.  
 

ii. Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection A(1) of this section, sled dogs 
covered by a valid kennel license issued by the municipality or a State 
authority  may be confined in an open-air enclosure after 10:00 p.m. or before 
6:00 a.m. so long as any barking does not annoy, disturb, injure or endanger the 
comfort, repose, peace or safety of any individual in the City. 

 
B. Daytime. It shall be unlawful for any owner or person responsible to said owner to permit 

the continual barking of any dog(s) between 6:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. Continued barking 
shall mean the barking of any dog or dogs for a period of 15 minutes or more, during 
which the dog or dogs do not fall silent for more than one minute. 

C. Warning. It shall be the policy of the City of Caribou to issue a written warning for a 
violation of this section and take no further enforcement action, provided that no 
complaint has been made of a previous violation of this section regarding the owner of 
the dog or the property in question within the 90 days prior to the violation date. 
 

D. This section does not apply to dogs engaged in herding livestock or to agricultural guard 
dogs engaged in protecting livestock or warning the owners of danger to the livestock. 

ARTICLE V ANIMAL WASTE AND OTHER DISTURBANCES 

Sec. 3-501 Animal Waste and Other Disturbances 
A. No person shall dispense, feed, or otherwise make available to any species of wildlife, 

including birds, either on such person's property or on the property of another or of the 
City, any type or amount of food in a manner that: 

i. Creates an unclean, unsafe, or unsanitary condition; 
ii. Results in the accumulation of droppings, feces, or feathers; 

iii. Attracts other wildlife; vermin, or pests; 
iv. Creates an unreasonable disturbance; 
v. Constitutes a private or public nuisance; or 
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vi. Otherwise deleteriously affects the quiet enjoyment by others of any private or 
public property. 

ARTICLE VI DISPOSITION OF DOGS THAT HAVE BITTTEN PERSONS 

Sec. 3-601 Disposition of Dogs that Have Bitten Persons 

A. It shall be unlawful for the owner or person keeping or harboring any dog, when notified 
that such dog has bitten any person or has so injured any persons as to cause abrasion of 
the skin, to sell or give away such dog or to permit or allow such dog to be taken beyond 
the limits of the City, except under the care of a licensed veterinarian. It shall be the duty 
of such owner or keeper, upon receiving notice of the character aforesaid, to immediately 
place such dog under confinement for a period of at least 10 days. The 
Caribou Animal Control Official or Officer shall be notified immediately by the person in 
charge of the death of any dog while under confinement. 

B. The City Animal Control Official or Officer shall investigate all dog bites referred to 
them. 

C. Any dog which shall have been bitten by another dog suspected of having rabies shall be 
immediately impounded for observation as provided in this section. 

D. It shall be unlawful for the owner or person keeping or harboring any dog, when notified 
that such dog has bitten any person or has so injured any person as to cause abrasion of 
the skin, to destroy such animal without permission from the City Animal Control 
Official or Officer. 

 

ARTICLE VII RABIES 

Sec. 3-701 Rabies 
A. Upon positive diagnosis of rabies in any animal within the City, the Chair of the Council 

shall proclaim and invoke a City-wide quarantine for a period of 30 days, and upon the 
invoking of such quarantine no animal shall be taken into the streets or be permitted to be 
in the streets during such period of quarantine. 
 

B. During such period of rabies quarantine as herein described, every animal bitten by an 
animal adjudged to be rabid shall be forthwith destroyed or, at the owner's expense and 
option, shall be treated for rabies infection by a licensed veterinarian or held 30 days 
under quarantine by the owner in the same manner as other animals are quarantined. 
 

C. In the event that there are additional positive cases of rabies occurring during the period 
of quarantine, such period of quarantine may be extended by the Chair of the Council for 
an additional six months. 
 

D. The carcass of any dead animal exposed to rabies shall, upon demand, be surrendered to 
the Animal Control Official or Officer. 
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E. The Animal Control Official or Officer shall direct the disposition of any animal found to 
be infected with rabies. 

 
F. No person shall fail or refuse to surrender any animal for quarantine or destruction as 

required herein when demand is made therefor by the Animal Control Official or Officer. 

ARTICLE VIII WHEN DOGS MAY BE KILLED 

Sec. 3-801 When Dogs May Be Killed 

If any dangerous, fierce or vicious dog cannot be safely taken up and impounded, such dog may 
be slain by any police officer of duly authorized animal control officer. In all cases where any 
dog which has bitten a person or caused an abrasion of the skin of any person is slain by any 
police officer, whether by order of the court or otherwise, and a period of less than 15 days has 
elapsed since the day on which such dog bit any person or caused an abrasion of the skin of any 
person, it shall be the duty of the police officer slaying such dog to forthwith deliver the carcass 
and brain to the Chief of Police. 

 
 

Historical Note: Chapter 3, Section 110 of Caribou City Ordinances, as amended December 12, 1968 and June 4, 1980; 
Amended February 23, 1998, July 13, 1998 & May 12, 1999; Section 3-104 as amended by City Council April 8, 2013. 
Article I, Section 3 amended, and Articles II, III, IV, V, VI, VII and VIII added by City Council on MONTH, #, YEAR. 
State Law Reference: 7 M.R.S.A. §3913; 7 M.R.S.A. 

83



Clean copy of the amended ordinance 
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Chapter 3 – Animals and Fowl  

ARTICLE I ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE 

Section 
 

3-101 Purpose 
3-102 Owner 
3-103 Disturbance 
3-104 Not to Create a Nuisance 
3-105 Animal Cruelty and Abuse 
3-106 Violation 
3-107 Right to Enforcement 

 
  ARTICLE II IMPOUNDMENT FEES 

Section 
 
3-201    Impoundment Fees 

 
     ARTICLE III NUMBER OF DOGS LIMITED 

Section 
 
3-301      Number of Dogs Limited 
 

   ARTICLE IV BARKING OR HOWLING DOGS 
Section 
 
3-401      Barking or Howling Dogs 
 

          ARTICLE V ANIMAL WASTE AND OTHER DISTURBANCES 
Section 
 
3-501      Animal Waste and Other Disturbances 

 
 ARTICLE VI DISPOSITION OF DOGS THAT HAVE BITTEN PERSONS 

Section 
 
3-601      Disposition of Dogs that Have Bitten Persons 
 

ARTICLE VII RABIES 
Section 
 
3-701      Rabies 
 

ARTICLE VIII WHEN DOGS MAY BE KILLED 
Section 
 
3-801      When Dogs May Be Killed 
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Chapter 3 Animal and Fowl  

ARTICLE I ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE 

Sec. 3-101 Purpose 

The purpose of this Ordinance is to control unreasonable noise disturbances created by 
domesticated animals or livestock living as domesticated animals and to control domesticated animals 
running at large. This Ordinance also assists a municipal officer of the City of Caribou to make a 
judgement call as to whether an animal is in distress due to cruelty or neglect as defined in Section 3-
105. 

 
Sec. 3-102 Owner 

The word “owner” when applied to the proprietorship of a domesticated pet shall include every 
person having a right of property in such animal, and every person who keeps or harbors such animal or 
has it in their care, and every person who permits such animal to remain on our about any premises they 
occupy. 

 
Sec. 3-103 Disturbance 

On compliant being made to any City of Caribou Official that any domesticated animal within 
the City has unreasonably disturbed the quiet of any persons whosever by continued barking or howling, 
or in any manner, the Officer shall issue notice to the owner of such animal ordering that such animal 
shall be kept under proper control. 

 
 
Sec. 3-104 Not to Create a Nuisance 

A domesticated animal shall be considered a nuisance if it soils, defiles or defecates on any 
public or private property, other than the owner’s property; and the owner shall be obligated to remove 
and properly dispose of such waste promptly from any such public or private property. 

No person who is an “owner” and/or “keeper” of an animal, as defined by Section 3-102 of this 
Article, shall cause or permit any animal to run at large within the City, as herein defined. Animals, 
while on any public way or public place shall be under restraint. The word “restraint” shall mean that a 
animal shall be controlled by a leash; or, at “heel”, beside the competent person and obedient to that 
person’s commands; or, on or within a vehicle being driven or parked on any public way. A leash shall 
not be more than eight (8) feet long. Nothing, within this Article shall be held to require the leashing of 
any animal while on the property of its “owner” and/or “keeper”. 

Any Caribou Official or Officer is hereby authorized and empowered to go upon any premises 
and enter any building other than a dwelling to seize and impound any animal or animals which have 
been found running at large or which are in violation of any of the provisions of this Article or of any 
order issued hereunder when such Official or Officer is in immediate pursuit of such animal or animals. 
Upon seizing and impounding such an animal, the Official or Officer shall collect a fee of $25.00 from 
the “owner” and/or “keeper” upon releasing the animal. In the alternative the Caribou Official or Officer 
may prosecute the “owner” and/or “keeper” of the animal. 
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Sec. 3-105 Animal Cruelty and Abuse 

Animals shall have the right to the five freedoms of animal welfare: freedom to turn around, get 
up, lie down, scratch, and stretch their limbs completely. 

A. Definitions 

i. “Animal Cruelty” means any act of inflicting unnecessary physical or mental pain 
on a living creature. 

ii. “Animal Neglect” means any willful omission of lack of care for a living animal 
in a confined space. 

 
Sec. 3-106 Violation 

Any person found to be in violation of any provision of this Ordinance or any order issued 
hereunder, shall be liable to punishment by fine not less than fifty dollars ($50.00) but not to exceed one 
hundred dollars ($100.00); and each day during which such violation continues shall constitute a new 
offense. Said fine to be payable to the City of Caribou. Repeated violation of this ordinance may be 
cause for having privileges to own and license a dog within the City of Caribou revoked, subject to 
review and recommendation by the parties named herein with Right to Enforcement per Sec. 3-107, 
below. 

 
Sec. 3-107 Right to Enforcement 
It shall be the duty of any designated official under the authority of the City of Caribou City 

Manager to include, but not limited to the Chief of Police, the Code Enforcement Office, the City Health 
Officer or any other authorized designee to enforce the provisions of this section. 

ARTICLE II IMPOUNDMENT FEES 

Sec. 3-201 Impoundment Fees 

Any animal impounded hereunder may be reclaimed during shelter business hours, as herein 
provided upon payment by the owner to City’s designated shelter provider, of impoundment fees and 
board charges, plus the price of any shots which the animal may have received while in the care of the 
shelter. If the City of Caribou has incurred these costs, the owner of the animal must pay the fees 
outlined above to the City. The Caribou Police Department may waive fees owed to the City under this 
section at its discretion, with the decision designated to the Chief of Police.  

ARTICLE III NUMBER OF DOGS LIMITED 

Sec. 3-301 Number of Dogs Limited 

It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to keep or harbor within the City more than five 
dogs over six months old on any premises, house, barn, or other building or in or about all buildings 
occupied by any one family, and the keeping or harboring of dogs as aforesaid is hereby declared a 
nuisance pursuant to Article I of this Ordinance.  
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A. The payment of a license or licenses on dogs shall not be construed to allow the keeping 
of more than five dogs, as aforesaid, on any one premises. 

B. This limitation shall not apply to the below: 

a. Properties located outside of the State Urban Compact Zone; 

b. Properties located in the Caribou R-3 Rural Mixed Housing Zoning District 

c. Any person, group of persons, or corporations with dogs utilized primarily for 
operation and protection for agricultural uses 

d. Any person, group of persons, or corporation engaged in the commercial business 
of racing, breeding, buying, selling or boarding of dogs or operating a veterinary 
establishment; 

e. Any person, group of persons, or corporation engaged in animal husbandry, 
animal rescue groups, or animal shelters, as defined and subject to required 
municipal approvals in Chapter 13 City of Caribou Land Use Ordinance; 

ARTICLE IV BARKING OR HOWLING DOGS 

Sec. 3-401 Barking or Howling Dogs 
A. Nighttime. 

 
i. It shall be unlawful for any person to confine a dog(s) in an open-air enclosure, 

including a fenced yard, where its barking may disturb the quiet of the 
neighborhood after 10:00 p.m. or before 6:00 a.m. Said dog(s) shall be confined 
within a reasonably soundproof building during those hours so that any barking 
will not annoy, disturb, injure or endanger the comfort, repose, peace or safety of 
any individual in the City. Said dog(s) shall be allowed outdoors, however, so 
long as it is accompanied by a person at all times and does not bark for longer 
than 30 seconds.  
 

ii. Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection A(1) of this section, sled dogs 
covered by a valid kennel license issued by the municipality or a State 
authority  may be confined in an open-air enclosure after 10:00 p.m. or before 
6:00 a.m. so long as any barking does not annoy, disturb, injure or endanger the 
comfort, repose, peace or safety of any individual in the City. 

 
B. Daytime. It shall be unlawful for any owner or person responsible to said owner to permit 

the continual barking of any dog(s) between 6:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. Continued barking 
shall mean the barking of any dog or dogs for a period of 15 minutes or more, during 
which the dog or dogs do not fall silent for more than one minute. 

C. Warning. It shall be the policy of the City of Caribou to issue a written warning for a 
violation of this section and take no further enforcement action, provided that no 
complaint has been made of a previous violation of this section regarding the owner of 
the dog or the property in question within the 90 days prior to the violation date. 
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D. This section does not apply to dogs engaged in herding livestock or to agricultural guard 
dogs engaged in protecting livestock or warning the owners of danger to the livestock. 

ARTICLE V ANIMAL WASTE AND OTHER DISTURBANCES 

Sec. 3-501 Animal Waste and Other Disturbances 
A. No person shall dispense, feed, or otherwise make available to any species of wildlife, 

including birds, either on such person's property or on the property of another or of the 
City, any type or amount of food in a manner that: 

i. Creates an unclean, unsafe, or unsanitary condition; 
ii. Results in the accumulation of droppings, feces, or feathers; 

iii. Attracts other wildlife; vermin, or pests; 
iv. Creates an unreasonable disturbance; 
v. Constitutes a private or public nuisance; or 

vi. Otherwise deleteriously affects the quiet enjoyment by others of any private or 
public property. 

ARTICLE VI DISPOSITION OF DOGS THAT HAVE BITTTEN PERSONS 

Sec. 3-601 Disposition of Dogs that Have Bitten Persons 

A. It shall be unlawful for the owner or person keeping or harboring any dog, when notified 
that such dog has bitten any person or has so injured any persons as to cause abrasion of 
the skin, to sell or give away such dog or to permit or allow such dog to be taken beyond 
the limits of the City, except under the care of a licensed veterinarian. It shall be the duty 
of such owner or keeper, upon receiving notice of the character aforesaid, to immediately 
place such dog under confinement for a period of at least 10 days. The 
Caribou Animal Control Official or Officer shall be notified immediately by the person in 
charge of the death of any dog while under confinement. 

B. The City Animal Control Official or Officer shall investigate all dog bites referred to 
them. 

C. Any dog which shall have been bitten by another dog suspected of having rabies shall be 
immediately impounded for observation as provided in this section. 

D. It shall be unlawful for the owner or person keeping or harboring any dog, when notified 
that such dog has bitten any person or has so injured any person as to cause abrasion of 
the skin, to destroy such animal without permission from the City Animal Control 
Official or Officer. 

 

ARTICLE VII RABIES 

Sec. 3-701 Rabies 
A. Upon positive diagnosis of rabies in any animal within the City, the Chair of the Council 

shall proclaim and invoke a City-wide quarantine for a period of 30 days, and upon the 
invoking of such quarantine no animal shall be taken into the streets or be permitted to be 
in the streets during such period of quarantine. 
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B. During such period of rabies quarantine as herein described, every animal bitten by an 

animal adjudged to be rabid shall be forthwith destroyed or, at the owner's expense and 
option, shall be treated for rabies infection by a licensed veterinarian or held 30 days 
under quarantine by the owner in the same manner as other animals are quarantined. 
 

C. In the event that there are additional positive cases of rabies occurring during the period 
of quarantine, such period of quarantine may be extended by the Chair of the Council for 
an additional six months. 
 

D. The carcass of any dead animal exposed to rabies shall, upon demand, be surrendered to 
the Animal Control Official or Officer. 

 
E. The Animal Control Official or Officer shall direct the disposition of any animal found to 

be infected with rabies. 
 
F. No person shall fail or refuse to surrender any animal for quarantine or destruction as 

required herein when demand is made therefor by the Animal Control Official or Officer. 

ARTICLE VIII WHEN DOGS MAY BE KILLED 

Sec. 3-801 When Dogs May Be Killed 

If any dangerous, fierce or vicious dog cannot be safely taken up and impounded, such dog may 
be slain by any police officer of duly authorized animal control officer. In all cases where any 
dog which has bitten a person or caused an abrasion of the skin of any person is slain by any 
police officer, whether by order of the court or otherwise, and a period of less than 15 days has 
elapsed since the day on which such dog bit any person or caused an abrasion of the skin of any 
person, it shall be the duty of the police officer slaying such dog to forthwith deliver the carcass 
and brain to the Chief of Police. 

 
 

Historical Note: Chapter 3, Section 110 of Caribou City Ordinances, as amended December 12, 1968 and June 4, 1980; 
Amended February 23, 1998, July 13, 1998 & May 12, 1999; Section 3-104 as amended by City Council April 8, 2013. 
Article I, Section 3 amended, and Articles II, III, IV, V, VI, VII and VIII added by City Council on MONTH, #, YEAR. 
State Law Reference: 7 M.R.S.A. §3913; 7 M.R.S.A. 
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Ordinance Introduced by Councilor _______________________ 
on July 20, 2026 

Ordinance No. 6, 2026 Series 
City of Caribou 

County of Aroostook 
State of Maine 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 3, ARTICLE I, DOG ORDINANCE 

Short Title: Amend Chapter 3 Article I Dog Ordinance 

WHEREAS the City of Caribou is a Local Unit of Government under the State of Maine and 
is granted home rule authority under Maine Revised Statutes, Title 30-A, §3001; and 

WHEREAS the City of Caribou has adopted Chapter 3 Article I Dog Ordinance; and 

WHEREAS the Caribou City Council was established to administer Chapter 3 of City Code; 
and 

WHEREAS the Caribou Planning Board conducted a public meeting and hearing May 
14, 2026, to receive comments on proposed changes to Chapter 3, the Dog Ordinance of the 
City of Caribou, including Article I, and proposed additions of Article II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, 
and VIII, which includes the proposed Animal Control Ordinance, which hearing was 
preceded by the notification to the general public in accordance with City notification 
procedures; and 

WHEREAS the Caribou Planning Board has forwarded a positive recommendation to the City 
Council for the proposed Article I Animal Control Ordinance” which includes the 
subsequent amendments proposed as Article II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, and VIII; and  

WHEREAS the Caribou City Council and staff had a first read of the proposed ordinance 
changes at the August 10, 2026, City Council meeting and forwarded feedback to staff who 
made the adjustments which were reviewed by legal counsel who viewed the updates to not be 
substantive enough to remand back to the Planning Board; and 

NOW THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Caribou, County of Aroostook, State of 
Maine, pursuant to the requirements of the City of Caribou Charter, Section 2.11, does ordain the 
following: 

Section I. Chapter 3 Revision to Animals and Fowl, Article I Dog Ordinance 
The Caribou Dog Ordinance Chapter 3, Article I, is hereby amended as indicated in the attached 
Exhibit A.  
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Section II.  Severability 
If any part of this ordinance or the application thereof to any person or circumstances shall, for 
any reason, be adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or invalid, such 
judgment shall not affect, impair of invalidate the remainder of this ordinance or the application 
thereof to other persons and circumstances, but shall be confined to its operation to the section, 
subdivision, sentence or part of the section and the persons and circumstances directly involved in 
the controversy in which such judgment shall have been rendered.  It is hereby declared to be the 
intent of the City Council that this section would have been adopted if such invalid section, 
provisions, subdivision, sentence or part of a section or application had not been included. 

Section III. Posting and Effective Date 

This ordinance, being introduced on July 20, 2026, and a public hearing being held on August 
10, 2026, was duly passed by the City Council of the City of Caribou, Maine, this _______ 
day of ___________________ 2026. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after 
adoption by the City Council. 

______________________________ ______________________________ 
Courtney Boma, Mayor Jody Smith, Deputy Mayor  

______________________________ ______________________________ 
Dan Bagley, Councilor Jennifer Kelley, Councilor 

______________________________ ______________________________ 
Tamara Lovewell, Councilor  Paul Watson, Councilor  

______________________________ 
Lori Knight - Phair, Councilor 

  Attest: 

______________________________ 
Danielle Brissette, City Clerk 
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Chapter 3 – Animals and Fowl  

ARTICLE I DOG ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE 

Section 

3-101 “Owner” and/or “Keeper” Defined Purpose 
3-102 Disturbance Owner 
3-103 Dogs Running at Large Disturbance 
3-104 Impounding Dogs Found Running at Large Not to Create a Nuisance 
3-104-B Removal & Disposal of Feces 
3-105 Dogs Presenting an Immediate Threat Animal Cruelty and Abuse 
3-106 Violation 
3-107 Right to Enforcement 

ARTICLE II IMPOUNDMENT FEES 
Section 

3-201    Impoundment Fees 

     ARTICLE III NUMBER OF DOGS LIMITED 
Section 

3-301      Number of Dogs Limited 

ARTICLE IV BARKING OR HOWLING DOGS 
Section 

3-401      Barking or Howling Dogs 

          ARTICLE V ANIMAL WASTE AND OTHER DISTURBANCES 
Section 

3-501      Animal Waste and Other Disturbances 

ARTICLE VI DISPOSITION OF DOGS THAT HAVE BITTEN PERSONS 
Section 

3-601      Disposition of Dogs that Have Bitten Persons 

ARTICLE VII RABIES 
Section 

3-701      Rabies 

ARTICLE VIII WHEN DOGS MAY BE KILLED 
Section 

3-801      When Dogs May Be Killed 

Exhibit “A” 
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Chapter 3 Animal and Fowl  

ARTICLE I DOG ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE 

Sec. 3-101 “Owner” and/or “Keeper” Defined Purpose 

The word “owner” when applied to the proprietorship of a dog shall include every person having 
a right of property in such dog, and every person who keeps or harbors such dog or has it in their care, 
and every person who permits such dog to remain on or about any premises occupied by them. The 
word “keeper” means a person in possession or control of a dog. A person becomes a “keeper” of a 
stray dog if the person feeds that animal for at least 10 consecutive days. 

The purpose of this Ordinance is to control unreasonable noise disturbances created by 
domesticated animals or livestock living as domesticated animals and to control domesticated animals 
running at large. This Ordinance also assists a municipal officer of the City of Caribou to make a 
judgement call as to whether an animal is in distress due to cruelty or neglect as defined in Section 3-
105. 

 
Sec. 3-102 Disturbance Owner 

On complaint being made to the Dog Constable that any dog within the City has unreasonably 
disturbed the quiet of any persons whosoever by continued barking or howling, or in any manner, the 
Dog Constable shall issue notice to the “owner” and/or “keeper” of such dog ordering that such dog be 
kept under proper control. 

The word “owner” when applied to the proprietorship of a domesticated pet shall include every 
person having a right of property in such animal, and every person who keeps or harbors such animal or 
has it in their care, and every person who permits such animal to remain on our about any premises they 
occupy. 

 
Sec. 3-103 Dogs Running At Large Disturbance 

No person who is an “owner” and/or “keeper” of a dog, as defined by Section 3-101 of this 
Article, shall cause or permit any dog to run at large within the City, as herein defined. Dogs, while on 
any public way or public place shall be under restraint. The word “restraint” shall mean that a dog shall 
be controlled by a leash; or, at “heel”, beside the competent person and obedient to that person’s 
commands; or, on or within a vehicle being driven or parked on any public way. A leash shall not be 
more than eight (8) feet long. Nothing, within this Article shall be held to require the leashing of any 
dog while on the property of its “owner” and/or “keeper”. 

On compliant being made to any City of Caribou Official that any domesticated animal within 
the City has unreasonably disturbed the quiet of any persons whosever by continued barking or howling, 
or in any manner, the Officer shall issue notice to the owner of such animal ordering that such animal 
shall be kept under proper control. 
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Sec. 3-104 Impounding Dogs Found Running At Large Not to Create a Nuisance 

A domesticated animal shall be considered a nuisance if it soils, defiles or defecates on any 
public or private property, other than the owner’s property; and the owner shall be obligated to remove 
and properly dispose of such waste promptly from any such public or private property. 

No person who is an “owner” and/or “keeper” of an animal, as defined by Section 3-102 of this 
Article, shall cause or permit any animal to run at large within the City, as herein defined. Animals, 
while on any public way or public place shall be under restraint. The word “restraint” shall mean that a 
animal shall be controlled by a leash; or, at “heel”, beside the competent person and obedient to that 
person’s commands; or, on or within a vehicle being driven or parked on any public way. A leash shall 
not be more than eight (8) feet long. Nothing, within this Article shall be held to require the leashing of 
any animal while on the property of its “owner” and/or “keeper”. 

Any Constable or Police  Caribou Official or Officer is hereby authorized and empowered to go 
upon any premises and enter any building other than a dwelling to seize and impound any dog animal or 
dogs animals which have been found running at large or which are in violation of any of the provisions 
of this Article or of any order issued hereunder when such Constable or Police Official or Officer is in 
immediate pursuit of such dog animal or dogs animals. Upon seizing and impounding such an dog 
animal, the Constable or Police Official or Officer shall collect a fee of $25.00 from the “owner” and/or 
“keeper” upon releasing the dog animal. In the alternative the Constable or Police Caribou Official or 
Officer may prosecute the “owner” and/or “keeper” of the dog animal. 

 
Sec. 3-104-B Removal & Disposal of Feces 

It is a violation of this Section for any person who possesses or controls a dog, except guide dogs 
who fails to properly remove, dispose of any feces left by his or her dog on any publicly owned property 
or upon the premises of any person other than the owner without that person’s permission. 

 
Sec. 3-105 Dogs Presenting an Immediate Threat Animal Cruelty and Abuse 

After filing of complaint to the Dog Constable and/or Police Officer, if the dog poses an 
immediate threat to the public, the dog shall, at the discretion of the officer, be subject to muzzling, 
restraint and/or transported to the animal shelter for quarantine purposes at the “owner’s” and/or 
“keeper’s” expense for a period of ten (10) days. 

Animals shall have the right to the five freedoms of animal welfare: freedom to turn around, get 
up, lie down, scratch, and stretch their limbs completely. 

A. Definitions 

i. “Animal Cruelty” means any act of inflicting unnecessary physical or mental pain 
on a living creature. 

ii. “Animal Neglect” means any willful omission of lack of care for a living animal 
in a confined space. 

 
Sec. 3-106 Violation 

Any person found to be in violation of any provision of this Ordinance or any order issued 
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hereunder, shall be liable to punishment by fine not less than fifty dollars ($50.00) but not to exceed one 
hundred dollars ($100.00); and each day during which such violation continues shall constitute a new 
offense. Said fine to be payable to the City of Caribou. Repeated violation of this ordinance may be 
cause for having privileges to own and license a dog within the City of Caribou revoked, subject to 
review and recommendation by the parties named herein with Right to Enforcement per Sec. 3-107, 
below. 

 
Sec. 3-107 Right to Enforcement 
It shall be the duty of any designated official under the authority of the City of Caribou City 

Manager to include, but not limited to the Chief of Police, the Code Enforcement Office, the City Health 
Officer or any other authorized designee to enforce the provisions of this section. 

ARTICLE II IMPOUNDMENT FEES 

Sec. 3-201 Impoundment Fees 

Any animal impounded hereunder may be reclaimed during shelter business hours, as herein 
provided upon payment by the owner to City’s designated shelter provider, of impoundment fees and 
board charges, plus the price of any shots which the animal may have received while in the care of the 
shelter. If the City of Caribou has incurred these costs, the owner of the animal must pay the fees 
outlined above to the City. The Caribou Police Department may waive fees owed to the City under this 
section at its discretion, with the decision designated to the Chief of Police.  

ARTICLE III NUMBER OF DOGS LIMITED 

Sec. 3-301 Number of Dogs Limited 

It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to keep or harbor within the City more than five 
dogs over six months old on any premises, house, barn, or other building or in or about all buildings 
occupied by any one family, and the keeping or harboring of dogs as aforesaid is hereby declared a 
nuisance pursuant to Article I of this Ordinance.  

A. The payment of a license or licenses on dogs shall not be construed to allow the keeping 
of more than five dogs, as aforesaid, on any one premises. 

B. This limitation shall not apply to the below: 

a. Properties located outside of the State Urban Compact Zone; 

b. Properties located in the Caribou R-3 Rural Mixed Housing Zoning District 

c. Any person, group of persons, or corporations with dogs utilized primarily for 
operation and protection for agricultural uses 

d. Any person, group of persons, or corporation engaged in the commercial business 
of racing, breeding, buying, selling or boarding of dogs or operating a veterinary 
establishment; 

e. Any person, group of persons, or corporation engaged in animal husbandry, 
animal rescue groups, or animal shelters, as defined and subject to required 
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municipal approvals in Chapter 13 City of Caribou Land Use Ordinance; 

 

 

ARTICLE IV BARKING OR HOWLING DOGS 

Sec. 3-401 Barking or Howling Dogs 
A. Nighttime. 

 
i. It shall be unlawful for any person to confine a dog(s) in an open-air enclosure, 

including a fenced yard, where its barking may disturb the quiet of the 
neighborhood after 10:00 p.m. or before 6:00 a.m. Said dog(s) shall be confined 
within a reasonably soundproof building during those hours so that any barking 
will not annoy, disturb, injure or endanger the comfort, repose, peace or safety of 
any individual in the City. Said dog(s) shall be allowed outdoors, however, so 
long as it is accompanied by a person at all times and does not bark for longer 
than 30 seconds.  
 

ii. Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection A(1) of this section, sled dogs 
covered by a valid kennel license issued by the municipality or a State 
authority  may be confined in an open-air enclosure after 10:00 p.m. or before 
6:00 a.m. so long as any barking does not annoy, disturb, injure or endanger the 
comfort, repose, peace or safety of any individual in the City. 

 
B. Daytime. It shall be unlawful for any owner or person responsible to said owner to permit 

the continual barking of any dog(s) between 6:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. Continued barking 
shall mean the barking of any dog or dogs for a period of 15 minutes or more, during 
which the dog or dogs do not fall silent for more than one minute. 

C. Warning. It shall be the policy of the City of Caribou to issue a written warning for a 
violation of this section and take no further enforcement action, provided that no 
complaint has been made of a previous violation of this section regarding the owner of 
the dog or the property in question within the 90 days prior to the violation date. 
 

D. This section does not apply to dogs engaged in herding livestock or to agricultural guard 
dogs engaged in protecting livestock or warning the owners of danger to the livestock. 

ARTICLE V ANIMAL WASTE AND OTHER DISTURBANCES 

Sec. 3-501 Animal Waste and Other Disturbances 
A. No person shall dispense, feed, or otherwise make available to any species of wildlife, 

including birds, either on such person's property or on the property of another or of the 
City, any type or amount of food in a manner that: 

i. Creates an unclean, unsafe, or unsanitary condition; 
ii. Results in the accumulation of droppings, feces, or feathers; 

iii. Attracts other wildlife; vermin, or pests; 
iv. Creates an unreasonable disturbance; 
v. Constitutes a private or public nuisance; or 
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vi. Otherwise deleteriously affects the quiet enjoyment by others of any private or 
public property. 

ARTICLE VI DISPOSITION OF DOGS THAT HAVE BITTTEN PERSONS 

Sec. 3-601 Disposition of Dogs that Have Bitten Persons 

A. It shall be unlawful for the owner or person keeping or harboring any dog, when notified 
that such dog has bitten any person or has so injured any persons as to cause abrasion of 
the skin, to sell or give away such dog or to permit or allow such dog to be taken beyond 
the limits of the City, except under the care of a licensed veterinarian. It shall be the duty 
of such owner or keeper, upon receiving notice of the character aforesaid, to immediately 
place such dog under confinement for a period of at least 10 days. The 
Caribou Animal Control Official or Officer shall be notified immediately by the person in 
charge of the death of any dog while under confinement. 

B. The City Animal Control Official or Officer shall investigate all dog bites referred to 
them. 

C. Any dog which shall have been bitten by another dog suspected of having rabies shall be 
immediately impounded for observation as provided in this section. 

D. It shall be unlawful for the owner or person keeping or harboring any dog, when notified 
that such dog has bitten any person or has so injured any person as to cause abrasion of 
the skin, to destroy such animal without permission from the City Animal Control 
Official or Officer. 

 

ARTICLE VII RABIES 

Sec. 3-701 Rabies 
A. Upon positive diagnosis of rabies in any animal within the City, the Chair of the Council 

shall proclaim and invoke a City-wide quarantine for a period of 30 days, and upon the 
invoking of such quarantine no animal shall be taken into the streets or be permitted to be 
in the streets during such period of quarantine. 
 

B. During such period of rabies quarantine as herein described, every animal bitten by an 
animal adjudged to be rabid shall be forthwith destroyed or, at the owner's expense and 
option, shall be treated for rabies infection by a licensed veterinarian or held 30 days 
under quarantine by the owner in the same manner as other animals are quarantined. 
 

C. In the event that there are additional positive cases of rabies occurring during the period 
of quarantine, such period of quarantine may be extended by the Chair of the Council for 
an additional six months. 
 

D. The carcass of any dead animal exposed to rabies shall, upon demand, be surrendered to 
the Animal Control Official or Officer. 
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E. The Animal Control Official or Officer shall direct the disposition of any animal found to 
be infected with rabies. 

 
F. No person shall fail or refuse to surrender any animal for quarantine or destruction as 

required herein when demand is made therefor by the Animal Control Official or Officer. 

ARTICLE VIII WHEN DOGS MAY BE KILLED 

Sec. 3-801 When Dogs May Be Killed 

If any dangerous, fierce or vicious dog cannot be safely taken up and impounded, such dog may 
be slain by any police officer of duly authorized animal control officer. In all cases where any 
dog which has bitten a person or caused an abrasion of the skin of any person is slain by any 
police officer, whether by order of the court or otherwise, and a period of less than 15 days has 
elapsed since the day on which such dog bit any person or caused an abrasion of the skin of any 
person, it shall be the duty of the police officer slaying such dog to forthwith deliver the carcass 
and brain to the Chief of Police. 

 
 

Historical Note: Chapter 3, Section 110 of Caribou City Ordinances, as amended December 12, 1968 and June 4, 1980; 
Amended February 23, 1998, July 13, 1998 & May 12, 1999; Section 3-104 as amended by City Council April 8, 2013. 
Article I, Section 3 amended, and Articles II, III, IV, V, VI, VII and VIII added by City Council on MONTH, #, YEAR. 
State Law Reference: 7 M.R.S.A. §3913; 7 M.R.S.A. 
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The ordinance will then be adopted as such: 
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Chapter 3 – Animals and Fowl  

ARTICLE I ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE 

Section 
 

3-101 Purpose 
3-102 Owner 
3-103 Disturbance 
3-104 Not to Create a Nuisance 
3-105 Animal Cruelty and Abuse 
3-106 Violation 
3-107 Right to Enforcement 

 
  ARTICLE II IMPOUNDMENT FEES 

Section 
 
3-201    Impoundment Fees 

 
     ARTICLE III NUMBER OF DOGS LIMITED 

Section 
 
3-301      Number of Dogs Limited 
 

   ARTICLE IV BARKING OR HOWLING DOGS 
Section 
 
3-401      Barking or Howling Dogs 
 

          ARTICLE V ANIMAL WASTE AND OTHER DISTURBANCES 
Section 
 
3-501      Animal Waste and Other Disturbances 

 
 ARTICLE VI DISPOSITION OF DOGS THAT HAVE BITTEN PERSONS 

Section 
 
3-601      Disposition of Dogs that Have Bitten Persons 
 

ARTICLE VII RABIES 
Section 
 
3-701      Rabies 
 

ARTICLE VIII WHEN DOGS MAY BE KILLED 
Section 
 
3-801      When Dogs May Be Killed 
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Chapter 3 Animal and Fowl  

ARTICLE I ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE 

Sec. 3-101 Purpose 

The purpose of this Ordinance is to control unreasonable noise disturbances created by 
domesticated animals or livestock living as domesticated animals and to control domesticated animals 
running at large. This Ordinance also assists a municipal officer of the City of Caribou to make a 
judgement call as to whether an animal is in distress due to cruelty or neglect as defined in Section 3-
105. 

 
Sec. 3-102 Owner 

The word “owner” when applied to the proprietorship of a domesticated pet shall include every 
person having a right of property in such animal, and every person who keeps or harbors such animal or 
has it in their care, and every person who permits such animal to remain on our about any premises they 
occupy. 

 
Sec. 3-103 Disturbance 

On compliant being made to any City of Caribou Official that any domesticated animal within 
the City has unreasonably disturbed the quiet of any persons whosever by continued barking or howling, 
or in any manner, the Officer shall issue notice to the owner of such animal ordering that such animal 
shall be kept under proper control. 

 
 
Sec. 3-104 Not to Create a Nuisance 

A domesticated animal shall be considered a nuisance if it soils, defiles or defecates on any 
public or private property, other than the owner’s property; and the owner shall be obligated to remove 
and properly dispose of such waste promptly from any such public or private property. 

No person who is an “owner” and/or “keeper” of an animal, as defined by Section 3-102 of this 
Article, shall cause or permit any animal to run at large within the City, as herein defined. Animals, 
while on any public way or public place shall be under restraint. The word “restraint” shall mean that a 
animal shall be controlled by a leash; or, at “heel”, beside the competent person and obedient to that 
person’s commands; or, on or within a vehicle being driven or parked on any public way. A leash shall 
not be more than eight (8) feet long. Nothing, within this Article shall be held to require the leashing of 
any animal while on the property of its “owner” and/or “keeper”. 

Any Caribou Official or Officer is hereby authorized and empowered to go upon any premises 
and enter any building other than a dwelling to seize and impound any animal or animals which have 
been found running at large or which are in violation of any of the provisions of this Article or of any 
order issued hereunder when such Official or Officer is in immediate pursuit of such animal or animals. 
Upon seizing and impounding such an animal, the Official or Officer shall collect a fee of $25.00 from 
the “owner” and/or “keeper” upon releasing the animal. In the alternative the Caribou Official or Officer 
may prosecute the “owner” and/or “keeper” of the animal. 
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Sec. 3-105 Animal Cruelty and Abuse 

Animals shall have the right to the five freedoms of animal welfare: freedom to turn around, get 
up, lie down, scratch, and stretch their limbs completely. 

A. Definitions 

i. “Animal Cruelty” means any act of inflicting unnecessary physical or mental pain 
on a living creature. 

ii. “Animal Neglect” means any willful omission of lack of care for a living animal 
in a confined space. 

 
Sec. 3-106 Violation 

Any person found to be in violation of any provision of this Ordinance or any order issued 
hereunder, shall be liable to punishment by fine not less than fifty dollars ($50.00) but not to exceed one 
hundred dollars ($100.00); and each day during which such violation continues shall constitute a new 
offense. Said fine to be payable to the City of Caribou. Repeated violation of this ordinance may be 
cause for having privileges to own and license a dog within the City of Caribou revoked, subject to 
review and recommendation by the parties named herein with Right to Enforcement per Sec. 3-107, 
below. 

 
Sec. 3-107 Right to Enforcement 
It shall be the duty of any designated official under the authority of the City of Caribou City 

Manager to include, but not limited to the Chief of Police, the Code Enforcement Office, the City Health 
Officer or any other authorized designee to enforce the provisions of this section. 

ARTICLE II IMPOUNDMENT FEES 

Sec. 3-201 Impoundment Fees 

Any animal impounded hereunder may be reclaimed during shelter business hours, as herein 
provided upon payment by the owner to City’s designated shelter provider, of impoundment fees and 
board charges, plus the price of any shots which the animal may have received while in the care of the 
shelter. If the City of Caribou has incurred these costs, the owner of the animal must pay the fees 
outlined above to the City. The Caribou Police Department may waive fees owed to the City under this 
section at its discretion, with the decision designated to the Chief of Police.  

ARTICLE III NUMBER OF DOGS LIMITED 

Sec. 3-301 Number of Dogs Limited 

It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to keep or harbor within the City more than five 
dogs over six months old on any premises, house, barn, or other building or in or about all buildings 
occupied by any one family, and the keeping or harboring of dogs as aforesaid is hereby declared a 
nuisance pursuant to Article I of this Ordinance.  
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A. The payment of a license or licenses on dogs shall not be construed to allow the keeping 
of more than five dogs, as aforesaid, on any one premises. 

B. This limitation shall not apply to the below: 

a. Properties located outside of the State Urban Compact Zone; 

b. Properties located in the Caribou R-3 Rural Mixed Housing Zoning District 

c. Any person, group of persons, or corporations with dogs utilized primarily for 
operation and protection for agricultural uses 

d. Any person, group of persons, or corporation engaged in the commercial business 
of racing, breeding, buying, selling or boarding of dogs or operating a veterinary 
establishment; 

e. Any person, group of persons, or corporation engaged in animal husbandry, 
animal rescue groups, or animal shelters, as defined and subject to required 
municipal approvals in Chapter 13 City of Caribou Land Use Ordinance; 

ARTICLE IV BARKING OR HOWLING DOGS 

Sec. 3-401 Barking or Howling Dogs 
A. Nighttime. 

 
i. It shall be unlawful for any person to confine a dog(s) in an open-air enclosure, 

including a fenced yard, where its barking may disturb the quiet of the 
neighborhood after 10:00 p.m. or before 6:00 a.m. Said dog(s) shall be confined 
within a reasonably soundproof building during those hours so that any barking 
will not annoy, disturb, injure or endanger the comfort, repose, peace or safety of 
any individual in the City. Said dog(s) shall be allowed outdoors, however, so 
long as it is accompanied by a person at all times and does not bark for longer 
than 30 seconds.  
 

ii. Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection A(1) of this section, sled dogs 
covered by a valid kennel license issued by the municipality or a State 
authority  may be confined in an open-air enclosure after 10:00 p.m. or before 
6:00 a.m. so long as any barking does not annoy, disturb, injure or endanger the 
comfort, repose, peace or safety of any individual in the City. 

 
B. Daytime. It shall be unlawful for any owner or person responsible to said owner to permit 

the continual barking of any dog(s) between 6:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. Continued barking 
shall mean the barking of any dog or dogs for a period of 15 minutes or more, during 
which the dog or dogs do not fall silent for more than one minute. 

C. Warning. It shall be the policy of the City of Caribou to issue a written warning for a 
violation of this section and take no further enforcement action, provided that no 
complaint has been made of a previous violation of this section regarding the owner of 
the dog or the property in question within the 90 days prior to the violation date. 
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D. This section does not apply to dogs engaged in herding livestock or to agricultural guard 
dogs engaged in protecting livestock or warning the owners of danger to the livestock. 

ARTICLE V ANIMAL WASTE AND OTHER DISTURBANCES 

Sec. 3-501 Animal Waste and Other Disturbances 
A. No person shall dispense, feed, or otherwise make available to any species of wildlife, 

including birds, either on such person's property or on the property of another or of the 
City, any type or amount of food in a manner that: 

i. Creates an unclean, unsafe, or unsanitary condition; 
ii. Results in the accumulation of droppings, feces, or feathers; 

iii. Attracts other wildlife; vermin, or pests; 
iv. Creates an unreasonable disturbance; 
v. Constitutes a private or public nuisance; or 

vi. Otherwise deleteriously affects the quiet enjoyment by others of any private or 
public property. 

ARTICLE VI DISPOSITION OF DOGS THAT HAVE BITTTEN PERSONS 

Sec. 3-601 Disposition of Dogs that Have Bitten Persons 

A. It shall be unlawful for the owner or person keeping or harboring any dog, when notified 
that such dog has bitten any person or has so injured any persons as to cause abrasion of 
the skin, to sell or give away such dog or to permit or allow such dog to be taken beyond 
the limits of the City, except under the care of a licensed veterinarian. It shall be the duty 
of such owner or keeper, upon receiving notice of the character aforesaid, to immediately 
place such dog under confinement for a period of at least 10 days. The 
Caribou Animal Control Official or Officer shall be notified immediately by the person in 
charge of the death of any dog while under confinement. 

B. The City Animal Control Official or Officer shall investigate all dog bites referred to 
them. 

C. Any dog which shall have been bitten by another dog suspected of having rabies shall be 
immediately impounded for observation as provided in this section. 

D. It shall be unlawful for the owner or person keeping or harboring any dog, when notified 
that such dog has bitten any person or has so injured any person as to cause abrasion of 
the skin, to destroy such animal without permission from the City Animal Control 
Official or Officer. 

 

ARTICLE VII RABIES 

Sec. 3-701 Rabies 
A. Upon positive diagnosis of rabies in any animal within the City, the Chair of the Council 

shall proclaim and invoke a City-wide quarantine for a period of 30 days, and upon the 
invoking of such quarantine no animal shall be taken into the streets or be permitted to be 
in the streets during such period of quarantine. 
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B. During such period of rabies quarantine as herein described, every animal bitten by an 

animal adjudged to be rabid shall be forthwith destroyed or, at the owner's expense and 
option, shall be treated for rabies infection by a licensed veterinarian or held 30 days 
under quarantine by the owner in the same manner as other animals are quarantined. 
 

C. In the event that there are additional positive cases of rabies occurring during the period 
of quarantine, such period of quarantine may be extended by the Chair of the Council for 
an additional six months. 
 

D. The carcass of any dead animal exposed to rabies shall, upon demand, be surrendered to 
the Animal Control Official or Officer. 

 
E. The Animal Control Official or Officer shall direct the disposition of any animal found to 

be infected with rabies. 
 
F. No person shall fail or refuse to surrender any animal for quarantine or destruction as 

required herein when demand is made therefor by the Animal Control Official or Officer. 

ARTICLE VIII WHEN DOGS MAY BE KILLED 

Sec. 3-801 When Dogs May Be Killed 

If any dangerous, fierce or vicious dog cannot be safely taken up and impounded, such dog may 
be slain by any police officer of duly authorized animal control officer. In all cases where any 
dog which has bitten a person or caused an abrasion of the skin of any person is slain by any 
police officer, whether by order of the court or otherwise, and a period of less than 15 days has 
elapsed since the day on which such dog bit any person or caused an abrasion of the skin of any 
person, it shall be the duty of the police officer slaying such dog to forthwith deliver the carcass 
and brain to the Chief of Police. 

 
 

Historical Note: Chapter 3, Section 110 of Caribou City Ordinances, as amended December 12, 1968 and June 4, 1980; 
Amended February 23, 1998, July 13, 1998 & May 12, 1999; Section 3-104 as amended by City Council April 8, 2013. 
Article I, Section 3 amended, and Articles II, III, IV, V, VI, VII and VIII added by City Council on MONTH, #, YEAR. 
State Law Reference: 7 M.R.S.A. §3913; 7 M.R.S.A. 
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CARIBOU ADMINISTRATION  
25 HIGH STREET  

CARIBOU, ME. 04736  
MEMO  
 
TO:   Caribou City Council Members  
FROM:  Penny Thompson, City Manager  
DATE:  July 20, 2026 

  RE:   Ballot for Election to MMA’s Legislative Policy Committee 
 
 

 
Attached is the ballot for election to MMA’s 2026 – 2028 Legislative Policy Committee. Caribou is in District 1 
and can vote for two candidates. The two candidates on the ballot are Sandra Fournier, Manager, Towns of Castle 
Hill, Chapman, & Mapleton and Suzie Paradis, Manager, Town of Fort Kent. 
 
 
Suggested action: 
 
After reviewing the enclosed ballot, please make a motion “to vote for Sandra Fournier and Suzie Paradis to Serve 
as representatives of District 1 on the 2026-2028 MMA Legislative Policy Committee”. 
 
Second 
 
Discussion 
 
Vote 
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CARIBOU ADMINISTRATION  
25 HIGH STREET  

CARIBOU, ME. 04736  
MEMO  
 
TO:   Caribou City Council Members  
FROM:  Penny Thompson, City Manager  
DATE:  July 20, 2026 

  RE:   7 Water Street building discussion 
 
 

 
On January 25, 2023, there was a fatal fire at 7 Water Street.  
 
Through their attorney, the owners of the property offered to convey the property to the City of Caribou. 
 
The City of Caribou have been working with the Maine DEP to create a plan to clean up the property. However, 
the owners are prohibiting the engineers hired by Maine DEP to continue their work which requires entering the 
property to take samples. Through their attorney, the owners of the property have offered again to convey the 
property to the City of Caribou. 
 
When speaking with my contacts at Maine DEP, the municipality has access to brownfield funds if they acquire 
the property involuntary (like through the automatic lien foreclosure process as with the power plants). These 
funds can also be used if the municipality takes “all appropriate inquiries” before voluntary acquisitions. Since 
the City (through Maine DEP 128a funding) received an ESA Phase 1 on February 6, 2026, which can be used to 
satisfy the “all appropriate inquiries” test for six months which would expire on August 6. 
 
 
Suggested action: 
 
If the City Council feels that voluntarily acquiring 7 Water Street is the best way to abate this nuisance, please 
make a motion “to accept a deed from Brian and Sharon Bickford for the property at 7 Water Street, and continue 
the process of clean-up with the Maine DEP, and abate the unpaid taxes from account E 80-01-201-01 
Abatements”. 
 
Second 
 
Discussion 
 
Vote 
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Sale Data

Map Lot 031-171 Account 3213 Location Card 1 Of 1 7/16/2026
BICKFORD, BRIAN
BICKFORD, SHARON
76 TOURMALINE DRIVE
LEWISTON ME 04240

B4187P140

Inspection Witnessed By:

X Date

Notes:
05/16/2013 - W/BRIAN - PRIMARILY PAINT, ADDED WALL TO
PARTITION KITCHEN AREA, MOVED WALL TO ENLARGE
RETAIL AREA & REDUCE TAIL'S END WAITING ROOM -
APPLIANCES WILL BE PART OF PP
7/5/2022-NEITHER BUSINESS OPEN. THERE IS NO VISIBLE
FIRE DAMAGE FROM THE EXTERIOR, SO ESTIMATING NO
CHANGE. JS
5/9/2023-REMOVE ALL BUILDING VALUE DUE TO A FIRE
RESULTING IN A TOTAL LOSS. JS

7 WATER STREET
Property Data Assessment Record

Neighborhood 4 4

Tree Growth Year 0
X Coordinate 0
Y Coordinate 0
Zone/Land Use 21 Commercial

Secondary Zone

Topography 2 Rolling

1.Level
2.Rolling
3.Above St

8.
9.

7.LevelBog4.Below St
5.Low
6.Swampy

Utilities 2 Public Water

1.Public
2.Water
3.Sewer

8.Holding Ta
9.None

7.Septic4.Dr Well
5.Dug Well
6.Shared Wel

3 Public Sewer

Street 1 Paved

1.Paved
2.Semi Imp
3.Gravel

8.
9.None

7.4.Proposed
5.R/O/W
6.

TG PLAN YEAR 0
ACTION NEEDED 0

Sale Date
Price
Sale Type

1.Land
2.L & B
3.Building

8.
9.

7.C/I L&B4.Mobile
5.Other
6.C/I Land

Financing
1.Convent
2.FHA/VA
3.Assumed

8.
9.Unknown

7.4.Seller
5.Private
6.Cash

Validity
1.Valid
2.Related
3.Distress

8.Other
9.TO UPDATE

7.Renovate4.Split
5.Partial
6.Exempt

Verified
1.Buyer
2.Seller
3.Lender

8.Other
9.

7.Family4.Agent
5.Pub Rec
6.MLS

Year Land Buildings Exempt Total

Land Data
Front Foot Influence

Codes11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

InfluenceEffectiveType Frontage Depth Factor Code
%
%
%
%
%
%
%

Square Feet
%
%
%
%
%
%
%

Acreage/Sites
0.0622 100 % 0
1.0044 50 % 0

%
%
%
%
%

16.Lindley Estate
17.
18.
19.
20.

Square Foot

1.Use
2.R/W
3.Topography
4.Size/Shape
5.Access
6.Restriction
7.Vacancy
8.Semi-Improved
9.Fract  Share

21.House Lot (Fra
22.Baselot (Fract
23.

Fract. Acre

Acres
24.Houselot
25.Baselot
26.Lindley Estate
27.
28.Rear Land 1
29.Rear Land 2

Acres
30.Rear Land 3
31.Rear Land 4
32.Dominant Easem
33.Servient Easem
34.Tillable
35.Pasture
36.Orchard
37.Softwood TG
38.Mixed Wood TG
39.Hardwood TG
40.Wasteland
41.Gravel Pit
42.Mobile Home Ho
43.
44.Lot Improvemen

Caribou

No./Date Description Date Insp.

2012
2013
2014
2015
2016

2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024
2025

2017

11,300
11,300
11,300
11,300
11,300
11,300
11,300
11,300
11,300
11,300
11,300
13,100
13,100
13,700

79,400
79,400
79,400
79,400
79,400
79,400
79,400
79,400
79,400
79,400
79,400

0
0
0

0
10,000
10,000
10,000
15,000
20,000
20,000
20,000
25,000

0
0
0
0
0

90,700
80,700
80,700
80,700
75,700

70,700
70,700
65,700
90,700
90,700
13,100
13,100
13,700

70,700

45.Mobile Home Pa
46.Golf Course pe

Total Acreage 0.06 117



Map Lot 031-171 Account 3213 Location Card 1 Of 1 7/16/20267 WATER STREET
Caribou

1.One Story Fram
2.Two Story Fram
3.Three Story Fr
4.1 & 1/2 Story 
5.1 & 3/4 Story 
6.2 & 1/2 Story 
21.Open Frame Por
22.Encl Frame Por
23.Frame Garage
24.Frame Shed
25.Finished 1/2 S
26.1SFr Overhang
27.Unfin Basement
28.Unfinished Att
29.Finished Attic

Additions, Outbuildings & Improvements
Type Year Units Grade Cond Phys. Funct. Sound Value

%%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%

%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%

Building Style
1.Conv.   
2.Ranch
3.R Ranch

10.Log
11.Other

9.Condo5.Colonial
6.Split
7.Contemp

SF Bsmt Living Layout
1.Typical
2.Inadeq
3.

8.
9.

7.4.
5.
6.

Dwelling Units
Other Units
Stories
1.1
2.2
3.3

8.4
9.

7.3.504.1.5
5.1.75
6.2.5

Exterior Walls

Roof Surface
1.Asphalt
2.Slate
3.Metal

8.
9.

7.4.Composit
5.Wood
6.Rolled R

SF Masonry Trim
OPEN-3-CUSTOM
OPEN-4-CUSTOM
Year Built
Year Remodeled
Foundation
1.Concrete
2.C Block
3.Br/Stone

8.
9.

7.ICF4.Wood
5.Slab
6.Piers

Basement
1.1/4 Bmt
2.1/2 Bmt
3.3/4 Bmt

8.
9.None

7.4.Full Bmt
5.Crawl Sp
6.

Bsmt Gar # Cars

Fin Bsmt Grade
OPEN 5 OPTIONAL 
Heat Type
1.HWBB    
2.HWCI    
3.H Pump 7.Electric

8.Fl/Wall

9.No Heat

4.Radiant

10.
5.FWA     

Cool Type
1.Refrig
2.Evapor
3.H Pump 6.

7.
8.

4.W&C Air

9.None
5.

Kitchen Style
1.Modern
2.Typical
3.Old Type 6.

7.
8.

4.Obsolete

9.None
5.

Wet Basement
1.Dry
2.Damp
3.Wet

8.
9.

7.4.Dirt
5.
6.

Bath(s) Style
1.Modern
2.Typical
3.Old Type 6.

7.
8.

4.Obsolete

9.None
5.

# Rooms
# Bedrooms
# Full Baths
# Half Baths
# Addn Fixtures
# Fireplaces

Attic
1.1/4 Fin
2.1/2 Fin
3.3/4 Fin

8.
9.None

7.4.Full Fin
5.Fl/Stair
6.

Insulation
1.Full
2.Heavy
3.Capped

8.
9.None

7.4.Minimal
5.Partial
6.

Unfinished %
Grade & Factor
1.E Grade
2.D Grade
3.C Grade

8.MS Grade
9.Same

7.AAA Grad4.B Grade
5.A Grade
6.AA Grade

SQFT (Footprint)
Condition
1.Poor
2.Fair
3.Avg-

8.Exc
9.Same

7.V G4.Avg
5.Avg+
6.Good

Phys. % Good
Funct. % Good
Functional Code
1.Incomp
2.O-Built
3.Style

8.Frac Sha
9.None

7.4.Plb/Heat
5.
6.

Econ. % Good
Economic Code
0.None
1.Location
2.Encroach

8.
9.

7.3.No Power
4.Generate
9.None

Entrance Code
1.Interior
2.Refusal
3.Informed

8.Exsist R
9.

7.4.Vacant
5.Estimate
6.Hanger

Information Code
1.Owner
2.Relative
3.Tenant

8.Exist  R
9.For Sale

7.Vacant4.Agent
5.Estimate
6.OtherDate Inspected

11.

4.Cape 12.Gambrel8.Cottage

1.Wood    
2.Vinyl
3.Compos. 

10.Alum
11.Log

9.Other   5.Shingles
6.Brick
7.Single

4.Asbestos 12.Stone8.Concrete

6.GravWA  

12.

9/29/2011

0 

0
0
0

0 

0

0
0
0
0
0

0

0

0
0

0

0

0

0%
0 0%

0
0

0%
100%
9 None

100%
None

5 Estimated

5 Estimate

0
0  0

0 

9 None

0

0

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
100%

0%
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2025-1 301.40 406.5813.38 91.800.0628
2024-1 280.34 400.4243.28 76.800.0662
2023-1 255.45 420.8657.89 107.520.0568
2022-1 2,135.99 2,559.85328.71 95.150.2373
2021-1 2,135.99 2,857.90623.00 98.910.3560

5,109.17 6,645.611,066.26 470.18

Information Given By:
Title: 07/16/2026

0.7791

All calculations are as of: 07/16/2026

City of Caribou
Tax Information Sheet

As of: 07/16/2026

Caribou
9:06 PM

07/16/2026
Page 1

Year Principal Interest Costs Total

BICKFORD, BRIAN & BICKFORD, SHARON

7 WATER STREET
031-171

0.06Land:
Building:
Exempt
Total:

13,700
0
0

13,700

B4187P140 09/26/2005

Name:

Location:

Account:

Total Acres:

Map and Lot:
Deed Reference:

3213

Outstanding Taxes

Tree Growth: Soft : 0   Mixed : 0   Hard : 0

22.000
Mill Rate

Farmland:

301.40Last Billed : 2025-1

Open Space:

Per Diem

Zoning: 21 - Commercial

Sale Date:
Sale Price:

SFLA: 0

280.34Previous Billed : 2024-1 21.400

Amount
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 CARIBOU ADMINISTRATION  

25 HIGH STREET  
CARIBOU, ME. 04736  

MEMO  
 

To:   Mayor and City Council Members 
From:   Penny Thompson, City Manager 
Date:   July 20, 2026 
Re:   2026 Tax Commitment 

  

There would need to be motions associated with these changes to officially update the municipal 
appropriations. 

This is a summary of the actions to be taken at the meeting when the Caribou City Council will set the 
2026 tax rate and approved the other motions associated with the annual tax commitment.  

1. Set a tax rate for the commitment of 2026 property taxes. 
Recommended Action: Set the 2026 tax rate at  .02450;  
 

2. Set the date of commitment for the 2026 property taxes to be committed to the Tax Collector as 
pursuant to MRSA Title 36, §505 (1). 
Recommended Action: Set a commitment date as soon as possible for the Board of Assessors to meet, 
review and approve all paperwork;   
 

3. Established a date that the 2026 property taxes will be due and payable, pursuant to MRSA Title 36, 
§505 (2). 
Recommended Action: Set the due date as Monday August 17, 2026  (+/- two weeks after bill mailing). 
 

4. Established a date for interest to begin accruing on any delinquent 2026 property taxes, pursuant to 
MRSA Title 36, §505 (4). 
Recommended Action: Set the date for interest to begin as Thursday October 1, 2026 (Note: last day 
to pay before interest begins would be Wednesday September 30, 2026 which will be noted on the 
tax bill.) 
 

5. Established a rate of interest to be charged on delinquent 2026 property taxes, pursuant to MRSA 
Title 36, §505(4). 
Recommended Action: Set the rate of interest on delinquent taxes at 7.0% (Typically set at the state 
maximum. For 2026, the state maximum is 7.0%.) 
 

6. Established a rate of interest for the overpayment and or abatement of property taxes for 2026, 
pursuant to MRSA Title 36 § 506-A. 
Recommended Action: Set the rate of interest on overpayment and or abatement of property taxes 
at 0%  (Typically 0%)  

 
7. The changes to the revenue lines would be as follows: 

Line Number Description Original Budget Amended Budget (24.50 mil) 
R10-01-32 Property Taxes $ 3,484,500 $       4,234,443.81 
R10-01-34 Overlay $               0  $            46,528.85 
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R11-01-01 Economic Development (TIF) $    450,000 $       1,049,082.00 
R22-01-04 Homestead Exemption $    700,000 $          908,571.47  
R22-01-05 BETE Reimbursement $    245,000 $          245,470.82 

 

Recommended Action: Approve the changes to the revenue budget as presented.;   
 

8.  As in years prior, my recommendation: Close the city office at 1:00 pm on Thursday December 31, 
2026, so staff can complete the year-end process. By deciding now to close the office early, staff can 
print this on the tax bills and alert taxpayers to the early closure. The increased communication about 
the closure is appreciated by taxpayers. NOTE: The office will be closed. Employees will be working.  

 

Suggested actions: 

Motion, “to approve Resolution 7, 2026 Series ‘A Resolution of the Caribou City Council establishing 
the 2026 Tax mil rate and collection items’” 

 

Second the Motion 

Discussion of the Motion 

Vote on the motion 
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Resolution # 7, 2026 Series 

A Resolution of the Caribou City Council  
Establishing the 2026 Tax Mil Rate and Collection Items 

 
WHEREAS, The City is authorized under Maine State law to levy and collect taxes as needed to cover 
adopted city budgets expenses, and 
 
WHEREAS, The levying of taxes must be uniformly applied based on the taxable value of real estate and 
personal property, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Assessors’ Agents have completed calculation of 2026 taxable real estate and personal 
property values in accordance with State of Maine Assessing laws and practices, and  
 
WHEREAS, The Caribou City Charter now requires the Council to set a tax mil rate prior to June 30, and  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY, THE CARIBOU CITY COUNCIL that  
1) the 2026 tax mil rate shall be .02450   (or 24.5 mils) 
2) the date of commitment for the 2026 property taxes to be committed to the Tax Collector as pursuant 

to MRSA Title 36, §505 (1) shall be as soon as possible 
3) Property taxes shall be due and payable, on August 17,2026,  pursuant to MRSA Title 36, §505 (2).   
4) Interest shall begin accruing on any delinquent 2026 property taxes on October 1, 2026, pursuant to 

MRSA title 36, §505 (4).   
5) The rate of interest to be charged on delinquent 2026  property taxes, pursuant to MRSA Title 36, §505 

(4) shall be seven percent (7.0%).   
6) The rate of interest to be applied for the overpayment and or abatement of property taxes for 2026, 

pursuant to MRSA Title 36, §506-A shall be zero percent (0.0%).   
7) The revenue budget shall be amended as follows: 

 
Line Number Description Original Budget Amended Budget ( 24.5 mil) 
R10-01-32 Property Taxes $ 3,484,500 $   4,234,443.81 
R10-01-34 Overlay $    0 $        46,528.85   
R11-01-01 Economic Development (TIF) $    450,000 $   1,049,082.00 
R22-01-04 Homestead Exemption $    700,000 $      908,571.47 
R22-01-05 BETE Reimbursement $    245,000 $      245,470.82 

 
This resolution was duly passed and approved by a majority of the Caribou City Council this 20th day of July 
2026.  
 
________________________________  __________________________________ 
Courtney Boma, Mayor    Attest: Danielle Brissette, City Clerk  

[City Seal]    
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City of Caribou, Maine 
Code Enforcement Office 

Tim St. Peter     
    04736tstpeter@cariboumaine.org 

207-493-4231 
 

MEMO 
 

To: Caribou City Council 
From: Tim St. Peter, Code Officer 
Date: July 14, 2026 
Re: Permitting Report  
 
Madam Mayor and Honorable Council Members,  
 
Compiled for your review is permitting information from the first half of 2026, in comparison to the first 6 
months of 2025.  
 
To date we have received a total of 74 permits for 2026. This is up from 2025 which we received 43 permits in 
the same time period. Building and sign permits are trending up, with 52 vs 24 and 5 vs 1, respectively. 
Plumbing and demo permits held steady with 13 plumbing permits and 4 demo permits issued in both 2025 and 
2026.  

 
 

As part of the permitting process, information related to the cost of the project is requested. While it carries no 
bearing on permit fees, it does allow the City to see what is being invested. To date we have seen over $4 
million worth of projects compared to $2.65 million in 2025. Where that money was invested has shifted from 
year to year, with 2026 have $3.14 million in commercial, and 1.38 million in residential. While 2025 saw 
$2.09 million on the residential side and just $560,000 on the commercial side.  
 
Though the end of June 24 properties have been sited for violations. These violations range from overgrown 
grass to vehicles needing to be removed. Garbage/Rubbish violations have been the majority with 11, 
overgrown grass and weeds being the least at 6 notices. Unregistered vehicles, dangerous buildings and others 
have had 7 notices each sent out. 9 cases have been closed with majority of the property owner workings 
diligently to correct issues.  
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Tim St. Peter, Code Officer 
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Chief Brian P. Lajoie 

 

Monthly Report – June 2026 

 

Call Summary 

Category Number of Calls    Category         Number of Calls 

Ambulance Calls       191           Fire Calls             18 

BLS Calls       106           Structure Fires             0 

ALS Calls       85           Chimney             0 

Canceled Calls       0           Rescue             0 

Drug/Behavioral Calls       16           Silent Alarms             18 

Outside Community Calls       40   

PIFT Transfers       0   

LifeFlight Transfers       6   

Long Distance Transfers       0   

Total Calls for June:        209 

 

Monthly Activities & Events 

June 1, 2026: 

Chief Lajoie attended the Special Caribou City Council Meeting at 1800hrs. City Council Chambers. 

June 2, 2026: 

Chief Lajoie, Career Staff, and Paid Call Volunteers attended calling hours for the late Officer Douglas Bell at 

Mockler Funeral Home, 1800hrs. 

June 3, 2026: 

Chief Lajoie & Career Staff attended a presentation and class of instruction by Specialty Response Solutions on 

the new Altair 5 Gas Metering equipment that the department will be receiving in the month of July. Class was 

held in the Training Center from 0800 to 1200hrs. 
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June 9, 2026: 

Chief Lajoie attended a Teams meeting via zoom with a representative from the Fire Marshal’s office regarding 

NERIS reporting, 0800hrs. 

June 10, 2026: 

Chief Lajoie attended city Safety Committee meeting held at the Nylander Museum, 1000hrs. 

June 10, 2026: 

Chief Lajoie attended the Maine EMS Region IV Advisory Council meeting via Zoom (1530 hrs.). 

June 15, 2026: 

Chief Lajoie attended the City Council Meeting at 1800hrs. City Council Chambers. 

June 16, 2026: 
Chief Lajoie present at fire department for a visit from MMA Consultant(s) and Carl Grant, 1130hrs. 

 

June 16, 2026: 

Chief Lajoie attended MCI drill at Caribou High School in conjunction with Caribou Community School, 

Caribou Bus Garage, Caribou Police Department, Caribou Fire & Ambulance Department, Cary Medical 

Center, and Aroostook County EMA. Chief Lajoie was incident command at the drill and reports that all entities 

worked well together for a smooth drill with no major issues, 1600hrs – 1900hrs. 

June 17, 2026: 

Chief Lajoie attended Maine Fire Chiefs Association quarterly meeting held in Hermon, 0900 – 1330hrs. 

June 22, 2026: 

Chief Lajoie & Kenny O’Bar completion of AFG SAFER Grant. Reviewed, Signed, and Submitted by City 

Manager Penny Thompson. 

June 24, 2026: 

Chief Lajoie along with representatives from Cary Medical Center Pharmacy & Administration, Presque Isle 

Fire Department, Fort Fairfield Fire & Rescue, Van Buren Ambulance Service met at Cary Medical Center to 

go over timeline(s) of the transition from services obtaining their own DEA license and transitioning the 

responsibilities of narcotics to each service. Productive meeting with a lot of helpful information from Cary 

Pharmacy. 

June 25, 2026: 

Chief Lajoie attended a Zoom meeting with Harriman Associates going over building renovations and furniture 

review, 1400hrs. 

June 29, 2026: 

Industrial Protection Services here at CFD doing 5 Year 4500 PSI Hydro testing of all SCBA breathing air 

bottles (80). Required testing every 5 years for 15-year life span of bottles. This will be our last test before 

replacement bottles are needed. 
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Station & Equipment Maintenance 

Crews completed all monthly building and apparatus checks for June. 

 Ambulance 25 received detailed cleaning of cab interior, all compartments, and exterior waxing. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brian P. Lajoie 

Fire Chief,  FO IV 
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