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Authorization to Purchase a Replacement Aerial Ladder Truck

Shall the City of Caribou be authorized to expend up to $2,200,000 for the purchase of a
replacement aenal ladder truck, together with all necessary equipment and accessories for the
Caribou Fire & Ambulance Department to be funded from any combination of municipal funds,
reserves, grants, the issuance of bonds, lease-purchase, or bank financing as determined by the
City Councll. “The City Council recommends approval.”

The Caribou Fire & Ambulance Department s requesting voter authorization to expe
$2,900,000 for the purchase of a replacement aerial ladder truck. The department
truck has served the city well for many years but has reached the end of its rela
emergency apparatus ages, maintenance costs continue to increase, replace
more difficult to obtain, and the likelihood of extended downtime rises signifi
reduce operational reliability and can impact the department's ability to resron
emdes. An aerial ladder truck is one of the department's most critical emer;
vehicles. It provides elevated access for rescue operations, aerial fire suppression,
elevated master stream operations, technical rescue capabilities, and firefighter acces
floors of residential, commercial, industrial, educational, and healthcare facilities, The ap
also responds throughout Arcostook County under mutual aid agreements when neighborin
communities require aerial resources. The City of Caribou protegls a diverse community that
includes multi-story apartment buildings, schools, healthcare 2S5, commercial occupancies,
industrial proparties, municipal buildings, and other structures w prial capabilities are essentia
for effective emergency operations. The proposed authorization e jes a maximum expafigi
of $2,900,000. The actual purchase price will depend on final s iti
available grants, and financing options. Approval of the
spend the full authorized amaunt but instead provide
and financing while emuﬁzgame city can purchasg
operational and safety standards. Replacing the
operational reliability, reduce escalating mainte
modem technology and safety features, and
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